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PREFACE. 



He who omits from his study qf the Scriptures their prophetic 
intimationi^ aiid^ warnings, resembles one who, having two fee^ qr 
hands, persists in the use of one of them only. There is such a 
thing as '' rightly dividing the word of truth/' |rhich deioandid 
the dear perception that it concerns the future as well as the 
past. Wherefore no man ca^ be, either an abl«, or a faithful 
*' steward of the mysteries of God," who is ignorant of, or rejects 
either branch of revealed truth. For if we read in one place, 
that past things ^' are written %t our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the ages are come," we are no less enjoined in 
another, " to take heed to the sure word of prophecy " (which 
concerns our future) ''as to a light" set in the midst of surround- 
ing darkness. 

The prophetic Scriptures, accordingly, afford to those who heed 
them, the clearest possible intimation of the immediately impend- 
ing future^ which awaits the believer and unbeliever (the Church 
and the world) j while they who disregard those bcaco^ lights, 
looking only to the remote future^ turn their backs iffm the 
only line of truth which giws the clue to that which is now 
transpiring in the world — its tendency and its end. 
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These thoughts have been suggested by a recent publication, 
entitled (ironically?) "Beligidhs .Tendencies of the Times," an 
able and valuable testimony to the growing apostacy of the age ; 
but especially devoted tot a re^tation of the delusion that the 
punishment of sinners will not be of endless duration — a doctrine 
which, virtually, strikes at the foundation truth of Christianity. 
But while worthily standing up for this one line of truth, it is 
very sad to find in its pages another quietly ignored, and a third 
openly repudiated, which are no less contained in the Scriptures 
than that for which its author contends. Thus, in page 198, we 
read of the day of judgment, that "/or anything we know to the 
contrary it may not come fo^* myriads of yeara.^^ That is indeed 
a remote future. 

But no one with any knowledge, either of the prophetic 
Scriptures, or of the expectations derivable from them, could 
have penned such an error. Apart however from these, that 
presumption is in the very teeth of the analogy of the duration 
of former dispensations, and of the causes assigned for their having 
heen cut off. The Adamic and the Mosaic dispensations were 
suffered to continue, ea4;h for 2,000 years only. The former was 
cut off, for its wickedness, by the Flood, yet granted a farther 
trial under the example of that fearful catastrophe, until, by the 
call of Abraham, God testified that the descendants of 'Noah had 
again lapsed into sin and idolatry. And although no widely- 
spread expression of the wrath of God fell upon the bulk of 
these, yet in the catastrophe of Sodom and Gomorrah, whicH 
ushered in the new dispensation, God shewed to Abraham, ahd 
to us through him. His unchangeable resolve to deal unsparingly 
with sinners. 

We all know why the Jews were cut off, their city and temple 



destroyed, and they — though once God^s peculiar people — scattered 

throughout the earth. Their 2,000 years of trial had no sooner 

« 

expired, than their love to God was put to the test, in their 
reception of His only-begotten Son. Deaf to the voice of the 
prophets, they knew Him not when He came. They rejected 
Him — and, in fulfilment of His Word, are everywhere living 
witnesses to the consequences of the rejection of Christ, and of a 
disregard of the prophetic Scriptures, 

And what is the claim of the existing dispensation, that it 
should continue for " myriads of years " ? or for one single day 
beyond the 2,000 years allotted to the former dispensations? 
Will its increasing apostasy, and avowed hatred to Him whose 
name it bears, and to which the *' Beligious Tendencies of the 
Times " so strongly testifies, plead for its indefinite extension ; 
or for its being cut off, as the others were ? 

If Mr. Carlyle be of the opinion ascribed to him in page vii. of 
the Preface, to wit, that within fifty years the apostacy, i,e, the 
rejection of Christianity will be universal, he is in closer agree- 
ment with the intimations of prophecy than, possibly, he is 
aware of. £ut what do the Scriptures declare will follow close 
upon such apostacy ? The coming of the Antichrist, the man of 
sin ! And shall they have so truly foretold the former, that its 
nigh accomplishment is apparent to the eyes of an unbeliever, 
and not be also fulfilled in their other intimations, of the course 
of the' apostacy, and its end, seven years after Antichrist is 
revealed. 

The entire book under notice witnesses to a widely-spread 
determination to get firom under, or shake off, the yoke of the 
Gospel. Is this *' continuing in the goodness of God"? in the 
Gospel, namely, which is the expression of that goodness ? And 
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if it be not, what awaits tMs dispensation, but to be cut oftl 
(Eom. xi. 21, 22.) 

Finally — In what expectation does Heb. x. 12, 13, dedm 
Christ to be seated at the right hand of Ood? Is it not, **M 
Sis enemies he made His fooUtooV^ f 

It is passing strange that any one with such food for thoii|^ 
should, while exposing the daring assumptions of the «n«wnipii 
of Christ, and their rapidly increasing numbers, fEul to see in 
them the predicted steps which are to lead to the end of this 
dispensation. 

But the Scriptures declare that when it has been cut off by the 
sudden coming of the Rejected One, it will be replaced by the 
restoration of Israel, and by a final trial, during a thousand yean 
of the personal reign of Christ, of all those nations who have not 
been tried by the Grospel. 

And this, though the unmistakeable testimony of the Word of 
God, the Author of " Eeligious Tendencies of the Times," utteiiy 
sets his face against. He has, he writes, written three Tolnmes 
against it, and seems all the more confirmed in antagonism to it| 
because some who have held, and now hold, that '^ theory ^^^ Lave 
also rejected the doctrine of endless pimishment. 19'ow, in the 
first place, it is no '^ theory,* but is as plainly contained in tiie 
Scriptures as is the point for which he contends : and in the 
second place, a truth, if it be one, is not the less so, because held 
conjointly with error. Else " a Millenarian," as he terms thoee 
who hold that doctrine, might with equal propriety assail the 
doctrine of endless punishment, because held by one who perais- 
tently rejects that of the millennial reign of Christ for, as befixre 
said, that is explicitly asserted in the Scriptures. 

But there are at this time two schools of pseudo inteipietation 
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of prophecy equally wrong, whose efforts are directed to the fledsi- 
£cation, perversion, and obscuration of the obvious purport and 
intent of the prophetic writings. One of these misrepresents 
the Cardinal verities belonging to the close of this diiqpensationy 
the coining of Christ, namely, and His reign over the earth, as 
being not substantive, but figurative, spiritual, and unreal. 
£crjecting alike the testimony of the Scriptures and the evidence 
of their eyes, ears, and understanding, they believe that this dis* 
pensation is to continue until all the earth is converted. Con* 
founding together that second coming with what creeds teach of 
His judging the quick and the dead, which will not take place 
until after the thousand years of His reign are finished, these 
theorists, as they may be justly termed, ignore themselves and 
hide from the eyes of others the terrors of the immediate future^ 
and present them with a /or distant one instead, which experi- 
ence shews is divested of its terrors in proportion to its suj^posed 
remoteness. 

It is curious that while agency of Satan is freely confessed in 
connection with false views of the duration of punishments for 
sin, it is not dreamed of that the same subtile working may be, 
and is, to the full as actively engaged in employing men in con- 
siderations connected with the remote future (the day of judgment 
and its awards) and all for the purpose of keeping out of sight 
that immediately impending future of which it is written, ''The 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the Gk>spel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power, whbit 

HE SHALL CO^CE TO BE. GLORIFIED IX HiS SAINTS, AND TO BE 
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ADMiEED IN ALL THEM THAT BELUVE." This IS carefully jumbled 
up and confounded with the day of judgment. 

The error of the other school, of which Br. Gumming is the 
apostle, consists in altering the meaning of the text of the 
Apocalypse so as to make it appear that the terrors and plagues 
of the last three-and-a-half years of this dispensation are spread 
over the whole dispensational period; it has been exposed in 
** Dispensational Truth " ("W. Macintosh) and again in the pre- 
sent paper. 

There is a third school which believes that the Scriptures have 
not two rules of interpretation, one for the preceptive and quite 
a different one for the prophetic parts, but that Grod speaks 
plainly in both ; and finding, on careful scrutiny, that there has 
ever existed a strict correspondence between the written word 
and its litercd fulfilment, the disciples of this school conclude as 
well j&om these considerations as from the fact that it is a self- 
claimed attribute of God that ^' He changes not," that neither 
in this respect is there '^ any shadow of turning " in Him ; and 
that therefore Me alone who bows to the Scriptures, prophetic or 
other, in their plain meaning, will be in possession of the true 
mind and purpose of God as therein recorded. 

The doctrines of the coming of the Lord to punish the apostasy 
and of His subsequent millennial reign, are so plainly contained 
in the Scriptures, that they can be neither denied nor explained 
away except upon principles destructive of all sober exposition 
of their doctrinal as well as their prophetic utterances. The 
former is repeatedly declared throughout the Old as well as the 
New Testament, as is shewn in the following paper ; the latter 
also, though explicitly the doctrine of the 20th chapter of the 
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Apocalypse, is no less clearly declared in other parts both of the 
new and ancient Scriptures as will also be shewn in this work. 

That professed unbelievers should despise their testimony is no 
marrel, but it is very sad that believers should set them the ex- 
ample. Indeed, the former may justly plead in self defence, the 
license taken by those who ought to hold every part of the word 
of Gk)d sacred heeaiMe His Word. For if theif may pick and 
choose, receive or reject just as the fancy takes them, why not 
the others ? If the obvious meaning is set aside on some points 
why not on all ! "Who is to decide where the figurative and 
unreal ends and the literal and real begins ? Plainly no one, 
and unless the Scripture be received as it is expressed (subject 
to iU men explanation of hard or doubtM places) we are launched 
on a chaos of conflicting opinions, the Pilot through which (in 
such manifest ignoring of the guidance and light of the Holy 
Spirit) would be the Devil who invented it, and whose first act 
in respect of the human race was the falsification of the words 
spoken by God. 
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THE CUTTING OFF OF THE GENTHiES. 



THE WARNING. 

" I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether 
according to the cry of it, which is come unto me." — Genesis xviii. 21. 

" Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot .... Even thus shall 
it be in the day when the Son df man is revealed." — Luke xvii. 28, 30. 
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I. 

^'Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on thei0 
which fell, severity; hut towa/rd thee, goodness, if thou continue 
in Jffis goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.'* 

(Romans xi. 22.) 

« 

"We have reason to believe that about two thousand years 
elapsed from the creation of Man to the call of Abraham, and h 
about two thousand more from the latter era to the Advent of . 
Christ. As nearly, therefore, as can be ascertained, equal periods 
of two thousand years were allotted to each of those varied 
systems of Probation of mankind. 

And what ground is there for believing that the existing 
Dispensation is to out-last, in the number of its years, the 
limits assigned to the two former?* 

Certainly no explicit promise of the Scripture asserts it. But 
one or two verses, without any very severe scrutiny into theirji^^ 
real application, have been widely rested on, as intimating that 
the Preaching of the Gospel, or in other words, the Christian 
Dispensation, is to continue until all the earth is converted to • 
its Faith ! 

One of these, much insisted on by some, is contained in the 
words of the Prophet Isaiah, " Por the earth shall be fiitt of tko 

* See " Dispensational Truth,** by the same -Aftithor. 
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knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." (Is. xi. 9 ; 
Hab. ii. 14.) 

Now those words, taken out of their context, are absolutely 
indefinite ; they say nothing of the means or instrumentality by 
which so glorious a consummation is to be effected ; nor does the 
latter Prophet add any clue to the time or circumstances of its 
occurrence. 

But Isaiah is very clear upon both points, and in terms which 
altogether exclude the idea, that he speaks of the present dis- 
pensation. The latter takes its character in the Lord's words, 
that " JELe is not come to destroy merits lives, hut to save them.^^ 
Before, however, the promise of the 9th verse can have effect, 
iffe is to come, (ver. 4) '^ to smite the earth with the rod of Sis 
mouth J and to slay the wicked with the Ireath of Sis lips;^* and 
. this identifies the time, with that spoken of in 2 Thess. ii. 8. 
The circumstances too, imder which the promise is to be fulfilled, 
are expreslily stated in verses 6 — 9, to be those of the yet fature 
* ^? blessedness of the earth, and (in the 11th to the 14th verses,) of 
" the final regathering of the Jews from aU the ends of the earth. 

The 4th verse of the chapter, alone, belongs to the existing state 
of things, and that refers to the coming Apostasy, and its end. 

They who have so misunderstood the nature and bearing of 
that promise, have, perhaps necessarily, closed their eyes to the 
diametrically opposite doctrines, which are the chief points of 
witness both in the Old and "New Testaments. First, that the 
existing dispensation, so far from effecting the conversion of the 
world, will end in the apostasy and punishment of the masses to 
^hom the Gospel has been ineffectually preached; and, secondly, 
that Israel, once more the favored people of God, will be re- 
gathered in their own land, the centre and head of the nations ; 
and that the promise belongs to the Jews, and not to the Church 
of the Gentiles, that " Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill 
the face of the world with fruit." They thus superseding the 
pws^nt dispensation, as it has, for a time, superceded theirs. 

There are others who take the words of the Lord in Matthew 



xvi. 1 8, not in their plain meaning, " that the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against the Chukch," but superadd to them a promise 
which they do not convey, namely, that the Church is to have a 
triumphantly aggressive action over the darkness of the world ! 

To both these erroneous readings the reply is the same, 
namely, that they contradict the plain letter of the Scriptures. 

But before entering on that point, let us see how far the 
state of the world in this — the nineteenth century of the 
preached Gospel — seems to warrant the conclusion, that it is 
likely to be the means, by which " the restitution of all things " 
is to be brought about. 

"What has been the history of Christianity, from its introduction 
until now ? Has it in all these centuries so far increased as tq^ 
enable us to assert that, though slowly, yet certainly, it is in 
in very deed covering the earth with the knowledge of the 
Lord ? Is it not, on the contrary, a fact, that its course has ever 
been one of hopeless struggle with the self-seeking darkness of the 
world ; a darkness which it has in no sensible degree dispelled^ ** 
but which has too often and too continuously obscured its light - 
and neutralized its efforts ? *' 

If we would form a correct estimate of the existing state 
of Christianity, and see how far it answers to that which the 
Apostle terms "continuing in the goodness of God" we must 
weigh it in *'the balances of the Sanctuary;" leaving out of 
consideration every thing which can find no admittance there. 

In this view all those things, — ^however highly esteemed 
among men, — ^which serve the interests of merely human or 
worldly progress ; every thing, in short, must be discarded, as oft 
no consideration in His sight, which is irrelevant to the idea 
conveyed by ''continuing in the goodness of God," failing 
which, the Gentiles are to be cut off. The ''goodness" and 
*' the grace " of God, which is by faith of Christ, mean the same 
thing ; and so are continuing in that faith, and resting in, or not 
forsaking or departing from it, convertible terms ; the result^f 
which, as fixing the present and future of believers and 



unbelievers are thus recorded: "He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life ; and he that believeth not the Son, shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him." 

"With the facts both of the past and present before us, as 
to the measure in which that faith has influenced mankind, 
there can be no doubt that the Lord defined the world's reception 
of the Gospel, when He said, " Wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat ; because strait is the gate and narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it/' 

Those words, so far from countenancing the idea of the 
ultimate spread of the Gospel, arc rather suggestive of its abroga- 
tion as ineffectual ; unless its continued rejection by " the many " 
IS to be tolerated to a purposeless duration of time. And if 
we test its success by the existing state of what may be termed the 
^^ Field of the Gospel,^^ it admits of more than a doubt that the 
Lord of the Harvest, must soon visit it. 

Supposing that field to have been defined by the boundaries of 
the Roman Empire (which was the known world when the 
Go^el was promulgated) what is its present state ? Its whole 
Eastern branch lies dead under the Mahomedan imposture ! Its 
"Western branch, as to its people, may be classed as either 
Romanist or Protestant. Of these a vastly preponderating 
majority follows the former communion, which as it repudiates 
the cardinal doctrine of Christianity, which is also the sole hope 
of man "Justification by Paith only, without works," so it 
is n6t easy to see how it will benefit them, besides that it 
renders them utterly useless towards others ; they are thus self- 
excluded both from the way of life and from labouring in 
». in the field. And it cannot be denied that of the Protestant 

" body too, a vast majority are so in name only — who have never 

known, and therefore cannot be said to continue in^ the goodness 
of God." 

He who ponders these things, will rather conclude, that 
Christendom is far gone under the evil operation of the leaven. 



which is by-and-byc to permeate and corrupt professing 
Christianity, than anticipate its victory over the world: for 
^^ leaven ^^ is always used in a bad — never in a good sense, 
throughout the range of the Scriptures. 

Eut let us bring the question home to our own highly-favoured 
land, the foremost Protestant kingdom of the earth, the Gentile 
Israel, as it may well be termed. Por if the chief advantage of 
the Jews over the rest of the world, lay, as the Apostle wrote, 
in their possession of the Oracles of God, surely England, to 
whose sons alone they are accessible in their own mother tongue, 
has, in an especial sense, succeeded to that place of trust and of 
blessing! It no less resembles that of Israel in the fact that 
England too, is but a handful, in comparison with those who have 
not the like advantage. For while her Protestant population is 
utterly out of proportion to that of the nations professing Eoman- 
ism, it sinks into positive insignificance when compared with 
the innumerable multitudes of the Heathen and Mahometan 
peoples who have been subjected to her influence solely, because 
England is a willing dispenser of the Truth 1 

But if God has given her such a trust, it is one of great res- 
ponsibility ; and if to any Gentile people will belong the glory of 
covering the earth with the knowledge of the Lord, it will be to 
England alone possible. 

The mere possession of the Oracles of God, however, did not 
avail the Jews ; nor the fact that they compassed sea and land to 
make proselytes. They were blind to the motive of that separa- 
tion of them, which God had effected, in constituting them His 
peculiar people, out of all the nations of the earth. They dii 
not imderstand, that it was His object, by and through that place of 
separateness, to communicate the knowledge of God to a world 
buried in heathen darkness. That is confessed by the Prophet 
Isaiah, in the words, ** "We have been with child, we have been in 
pain, we have, as it were, brought forth wind ; we have not wrought 
any deliverance in the earth, neither have the inhabitants of the 
world fallen." (xxvi. 18.) 
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They appear to have been puffed up by the mere feet of tbdr 
possession of the Law of God, were sticklerB for its letter, bat 
still more so for their own traditionary dilution of it ; thejkaptit 
not themselves, nor used it rightly for others: to such an extent had 
they misused the place of separation which God had given them 
for His glory, that it is written, " The Name of God was blas- 
phemed among the Gentiles through them ! " 

Therefore the Lord took occasion, by the parable of the Unjust 
Steward, to say, that as they had not been faithful in respect of 
the unrighteous mammon, (of the Law,)* the true riches (of the 
Gospel) should not be entnistcd to their administration : that la, 
since they had been unfaithful in that which belonged to othen, 
neither should that be given to them which otherwise should 
have been their own. 

How then have those others acted to whom the true riches hare 
been committed, and who now stand in the place, forfeited by 
the Jews, of God's peculiar people ? Thei/ failed because of a 
haughty isolation from a world which they injured by that 
estrangement. Has not Christianity equally erred from, the pur- 
pose of God, and equally injured the world, by twt separating 
itself at all from it ; and by thus practically deceiving men into 
the persuasion of their necessary identification with the- Church f 
an identification of darkness and light ? 

"When the Apostles set forth the doctrines of the Gosj>el which 
had been committed to them, they especially insisted on this one 
of its principles, the separation, namely, of the believer frt>ni the 
mass of unbelievers. To the believing Jews they said, ** Save 

* The Jews esteemed the law as their riches (in a spuitual sense) bat 
it was the riches, or mammon, of unrighteousness, since all it brong-lit was 
" the knowledge of sin " which is unrighteousness. The law was ** the 
ministration of death " the Gospel, that of " righteousness " which is life. 

But the Pharisees did not understand, they tli ought the Lord spoke of 
material wealth, of which they saw He had none, and " they derided Him," 
Whereupon He took it up in this light, and showed the nothingness of 
mere riches, in the Parable of Lazarus. 



yourselves from this untoward generation;" to the converted 
Gentile, " Come out from among them, and be ye separate ;" "for 
what fellowship hath light with darkness." 

Accordingly separation, if need be, fix)m father and mother, 
sister and brother — much more then, from the darkness of 
unbelief — was a first necessity to all who were of faith. Its 
object was, before all things, the safety of the Church; but no less 
the salvation of the outside world, to whom the Church, and 
every individual believer, was designed to act, as a city set on a 
hill ; insisting on its own immunity, and witnessing to the lack 
of it in every one without its pale. If therefore, in no other 
way, yet in this at least, each believer could testify his faith in 
the verities of the Gospel, and to its statements of the lost con- 
dition of the world. 

But in process of time, even as the Lord had said, the enemy 
of souls had sown tares among the wheat, and soon changed the 
aspect of the field. The opportunity was afforded by the gradual 
slackening of that cardinal principle, by the imsleeping watchful- 
ness over the operation of which alone the tares could have been 
:ept out. Unconverted men were carelessly admitted into the 
;hurch, nor was it long before these first crept into, and finally 
usurped all the offices and powers belonging to it. Such was the 
state in which the Reformation found the Church. The field had 
become so overrun with tares, that not a vestige of the wheat could 
be seen, save by His eye by whom that glorious restoration of 
the truths of His Gospel^was effected. 

They, however, who had its control in England, vast and 
beneficial as were the changes which they could not hinder, seem 
carefully to have left undone the one thing needful to the ultimate 
stability of the Reformation ! They left wide open the door to 
the very evils which had before done so much mischief, and which 
it was the chief end of that movement to have closed for ever. 
No effectual barrier was erected to keep the Church separate 
from the world, and to this we owe it, that at this day, the tares 
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on the one hand, and the world on the other, are treading the 
Church under foot ! 

The vision hy which Peter was taught the extexision of the 
Gospel to the Grentilcs, at the same time clearly intiniated that 
not every individual of them was to be indiscriminatelj' admitted 
to its fold, — ^but those only " whom God had oJeonsed," — ^Uieae 
alone (the truly converted, that is) were to he no longer '^ called 
common or unclean ; " hut it followed that all the rest remained, 
in the sight of God^ both the one and the other ! 

This vital principle, admitted by the 19th Article of the 
Church, was practically ignored in all else. Its rites, offices, and 
ministerial functions were thrown open to all who liad been 
baptized in infancy, without any real enquiry after a correspond- 
ing change of the heart ; nay, not only so, but the Catechism has 
been so framed as virtually to deny the needs be for any such 
change, excepting that which it afl&rms to be of the operation of 
the rite itseK! And as for "Confirmation," which was perhaps 
intended to serve a very different purpose, it is notorious that it 
is of no use whatever in keeping out of the Church those whom 
God has not cleansed. 

Another fatal result of this mixing together of things intended 
to be kept separate, was, that the sovereign for the time being 
became almost of necessity the head of that Church, of which he 
had become a member by virtue of baptism alone 1 "Wherefore it 
has fallen out, that that body which should have acknowledged 
no headship but that of Christ, and no rule but that of His "word, 
has now to bow down to both, in men who as they hare reduced 
to a cypher the authority of the sovereign himself, are not likely 
to deal very gently with that which has acknowledged itself to 
be but that sovereign's servant. 

Hence also the existing schisms, which would hare been 
impossible but for the error which placed in other hands the 
powers with which Christ endowed the Church for her own 
preservation. Of these divisions little need be said, but that no 
plea can justify, and no pretence excuse them. The united 
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voice of the Scriptures is well summed up by the apostle in the 
•words, "For they that are such, serve not the Lord Je%u% Christy 
hut their own lelly.^^ 

One set of these men desires a return to the ceremonial 
worship and lies from which the Keformation delivered the land. 
Blind leaders of the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. The past 
history of their idol may be seen in the light of the fires of 
Smithfield, its present in the darkness of those lands where it is 
still worshipped ; and ttie darkness is gross in exact proportion 
to the local power of the prie^ 

The other division appears to embrace every shade of 
" liberality f^ from the secret doubter to the full blown lafideL 
They are so obviously of the world, nay more, so self-excluded 
from that NAEEow way which alone leads to life, that were it 
not they cleave like fungi to the outward and visible Church, 
they would scarcely deserve more notice than others, (the 
Socinians for example), of a like class. Yet are their numbers 
formidable, if we may augur from the fact, that at a late meeting 
of some hundreds of the clergy, only a small majority hindered 
certain funds from falling into the grasp of an heretical bishop. 

And what of Dissent. Does it compensate for the errors of 
the Church ? Are seceders from her fellowship in happy contrast, 
or are they not guilty of the self-same sins ? Under whatever 
name or plea it may be shrouded. Dissent is division, and is in 
flat negation of both the letter and spirit of Christianity. 

"By this,*' said the Lord, " shall all men know that ye are 
My disciples, if ye have love one to another." How much of 
this test of discipleship do the many subdivisions of dissent 
openly signify to ** all men ? " Had Dissent been of the Lord it 
could not have had consequences so hopelessly disastrous as it has 
had. On the contrary, it would either have so reacted upon the 
Church as to have brought about re-union, or failing that, would 
have itself supplanted the Establishment in the affections of His 
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people, and have become the home of faith as well as of the 
presence and power of the Spirit. 

Instead of this, having once broken away from the principlei 
of union, men seem to have vied with each other in their seardi 
after new occasions of disunion, and so Dissent has more heads 
than the fabled hydra. Each of its subdivisions dinging to itB 
own miserable shred of doctrine, has preferred it to the hroad 
principle enunciated by the Scriptures. 

Irreparable injury to the cause of the Keformation (which is 
the cause of Christ) has resulted from this wildly schismatic and 
lawless spirit. It is well known that these very divisions have 
ever been a tower of strength to the enemies of the refonned 
faith. They are instanced and believed in, as manifest proofs of 
the evil consequences of the unrestricted access to the ScriptmeB 
by the common people. Contrast the oneness of Bomanism wUih 
the fragments of dissent, and it cannot bo denied that in this 
way at least, seceders have " given great occasion to the enemies 
of the Lord to blaspheme." 

Again, is not Dissent to the full as largely .as the Church 
guilty of the sin which conlbunds the eternal distinction between 
the believer and the world? Or are all those by whom the 
^^ giant car of Voluntaryism *' is drawn, who build, maintain, and 
crowd their chapels, are these indeed true disciples of the Iioid? 
If not — if its funds are obtained from the unconverted, — then is 
Dissent guilty of the crime of including in the ranks of salvation 
those who may, through this very delusion, perish eternally! 
No after explanation from ^^ TJie PulpiV^ will erase from the 
soul the lie which has been practically grafted by the receipt 
from it of moneys, which are supposed, and ought, to be, ofiPerings 
to the Lord by believers only. 

If the Establishment be now chained to the world, her fetteis 
were forged and rivetted in the past. Dissent has no such plea; 
she glories in the freedom of Voluntaryism ! So much the 
greater her sio, that she is willingly guilty of the shame of doing 
for hire, that which the Church does because there is no help for 
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it! Dare Dissenters exclude from communion, influence, and 
rule all who are not really of the faith? I^ay, such a course 
would soon finish that of Secession, and not to do it, is to he a 
servant of the world, and not of Christ, 

It cannot be pretended that the proportion of believers is 
greater in the ranks of Dissent than in those of the Church of 
England. But there is a mighty, and even essential distinction 
between the influences of the two, over their respective adherents; 
that is, in the tangible effects of the Church and Dissent on 
those, in either, who ipay be called hearers, and not doers, of the 
word. The former is animated by and breathes forth the spirit 
of order and conservatism, which is of God, and powerfully, 
though imperceptibly, imbues her hearers with the same unction. 

The latter is moved by and diffuses a very opposite leaven to 
its adherents. Dissenters have an ingrained sense or conscience 
of antagonism to the Church, and through it to the powers that 
be, as either identified with, or represented by her; and they 
have therefore, ever been found engaged on the side of any 
and every project, however revolutionary, that has promised to. 
ruin their at once envied and hated enemy. The spirit of the 
times of Cromwell has its phase in the politico-religionism of 
Dissent in the present day, with this shameful difference, that 
the latter form has joined hand and heart (of both its ministers 
and people) with Eomanism and infidelity for the suppression of 
truth and establishment of a lie ! 

But Dissent is a grave error as well as injury to religion. 
Late events have proved to demonstration there was never any 
real call for separation from the great Protestant body, which is 
represented by the Establishment. For if the priests of Baal 
have been able to make good their standing, and with no small 
chance of, cuckoo like, ousting the legitimate offspring, how 
much more (if regard for true religion had been their motive) 
might Seceders, by the same continuous contention for the 
truth, which the others have evinced in the cause of falsehood, 
have succeeded in purging out everything which was against the 
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Scriptures ! The Lord too woiQd have been on their side in thit 
contest ! 

Instead of this scriptural course, having chosen the forbidden 
one of division, to the great detriment of the Protestant cause, 
Dissenters, treading in the steps of a well known, law of tiie 
natural heart, now hate the Church they have injured, and haye 
raised the hateful cry of Edom over Jerusalem, " Base it, rase it! 
even to the foundations thereof/* 

And whether in or out of the Church, what has availed the 
practical confounding together of Believers with TJnbelieTeTs? 

If we may credit the public papers, it seems there is no 
iniquity with which the Prophets charged the Jews of their day, 
which does not exist in our own ; while others, still more evil, 
imknown in former days, have been begotten, and fostered by, 
that "civilization," of which some boast, aa a fruit of Ohiisti- 
anity ! The deceitful balance ; the false weights and measures; 
the grinding usury ; the shameless adulteration of every aitide 
of consumption; the gigantic frauds, to the ruin of hundreds, 
which indicate that knavery is one of the " sciences " of the 
times; these and countless others, are interwoven with the 
threads of life as the ordinary and matter-of course events of the 
age in which we live. 

And are these, at the close of the eighteenth centary of the 
Preached Gospel, signs of the flooding — not of the earth— \mt of 
our own land, by the ocean of Truth 1 Or are they not rather 
those of its receding waters, the preliminary of a very different 
flood-tide ; even that of the predicted darkness which shall cover 
the earth, and which will be at its height when the Hedeemer 
shall come to Zion ! Or, to put the question in another fomi, 
(and leaving Romanism out of it, as incapable of any concem in 
that which it repudiates, namely, " Justification by faith aloii6| 
without works'*) can it be conceived possible that Protestantism is 
such an instrumentality that it should do for the whole earth 
that which it has so conspicuously failed to do in a small part of 
it ? Surely there can be but one reply to this, and that is, tiiat 
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Not by this Bispensation shall the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord cover the earth as the waters the sea. 



II. 

** Neverthelessy when the Son of Man comethj shall He find Faith 
on tlie earth ? " (Luke xviii. 8.) 

^^ For behold the darkness shall cover the earthy and gross dark- 
ness the people.*^ (Isaiah Ix. 2.) 

Since, then, the conversion of the world is not to be effected 
by the Gospel, what is the declared end of this Dispensation ? 

The reply may be gathered from the above cited verses ; in the 
former, of which it is aflirmed that at the coming of Christ 
the earth will be devoid of faith ; and in the latter, which refers 
to the same event (see the previous chapter from the twentieth 
verse), that darkness, which in this connection metuis Apostasy, 
wiU have taken its place. 

The spirit of disbelief in the fact of any such coming of Christ, 
which the text intimates, will be at its climax when the hour has 
come, is already gaming strength. 

Terrible beyond aU precedent as are the revealed circumstances 
of the Lord's return to the earth, yet do they exercise little 
influence over the minds of men. 

The masses of those to whom the Gospel is preached, and who 
will be held responsible for its rejection, may be divided into two 
classes. The first, which is rapidly increasing, embraces those 
who have a settled contempt of the Scriptures. Of such it may 
be said, " They know not what they do;" " My son, give Me thy 
heart," is the gracious counsel of God. If it be refused it will 
be taken possession of, without the asking, by Satan I There is 
no point on which the Scriptures are more explicit. We are 
warned that " the God of this world can blind the mind, and 
hinder the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ from shining 
into the heart of man. If then his way to the heart be through 
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the intellect, what error can be greater than that which pretends 
to exercise an unbiassed judgment on any subject which it is in 
the interest and power of Satan to present in a false light? 
How much of the cheating sophistry imported from abroad, and 
of the ** enlightened criticism " it has begotten at home, owes its 
subtilty to the father of lies alone? Rejection of the Scriptures 
involves the rejection of their warning as to his agency, and sur- 
renders the soul to his wiU. 

But there is a widely differing class, to whom the fearful 
events of the close of this Dispensation have either not been at 
all presented, or else have been so hidden under the mass of con- 
fused and contradictory statements, which are sedulously issued 
from the press, that to them the end is the same; — they are hope- 
less as to the possibility of discerning the truth, and believe it 
will be time enough when the events announce themselves. 
Time enough, that is, when it is too late ! Just the conclusion 
desired by the arch-enemy of souls. 

They who believe in his ever- watchful malice will readily con- 
ceive it would be especially exercised at the approach of any era, 
which, as foretold by the Prophets, was calculated to influence 
the destinies of mankind for good or evil, accordingly as seen and 
provided for, or unseen and neglected. A striking instance of 
this evil agency may be gathered from the way by which the first 
coming of the Lord was rendered utterly profitless to the great 
body of the Jews, although it had been foretold with a plainness 
equal to that of the second coming, for which we are now bid to 
look. 

The land of Israel seems to have been the especial field of 
Satanic agency throughout the Lord's ministry; and scarcely 
disguised effoi-ts were made, through mock confessions to His 
name, by the mouth of the possessed, to suggest the blasphe- 
mous thought of a complicity, which found vent in the words, 
** He hath Beelzebub, and by the Prince of the Devils casteth he 
out devils." But his agency is clearly seen by its results, long 
before that ministry began. Just at the time appointed for the 
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Messiah's approach, such a number of false pretenders started 
up and were successively put to shame, that when the true Christ 
stood among the Jews, He had succeeded, not to the place of 
honored expectation, but to that of already, and repeatedly, dis- 
graced pretension ! In vain He cried, **All that ever came before 
Me were thieves and roller s,^^ Their sole reply was, ** Say we 
not well that thou art a Samaritan and hast a devil ;" or, *' "Why 
hear ye Him, He is mad and hath a devil." Two of these impos- 
tors are incidentally named by Gamaliel, in Acts v., " Theudas, 
and Judas of Galilee," who had, with their followers, been 
destroyed "t» the days of the taxing,''^ that is, at the era of the 
birth of Christ. 

In every way greater issues are involved in the Second than 
were at stake on the First Coming of the Lord. He then came 
to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom. He is coming to receive 
believers into it, in the glory of the First Resurrection. He first 
came, ** not to destroy men's lives, but to save them." He is 
now coming " to smite the earth with the rod of His mouth, and 
with the breath of His lips shall He slay the wicked ! " His 
former advent betokened the fall; His return will signalize the 
rising again of many in Israel. 

Is it then probable, nay, is it possible, that the adversary of 
man will be quiescent or idle in view of such contingencies as 
these ? 

Judging from results that is far from being the case. To 
whom else can we attribute the inspiration of the efforts which 
are being made to discredit the fact, and make void of effect the 
circumstances, of the return of the Lord to the earth ! 

The fact, by the dissemination of false statements that His 
coming is not to be a personal coming. 

The circumstances, by equally false and widely circulated 
statements that they, as detailed in the Apocalypse, wiU not be 
gathered around the time immediately preceding His coming, 
but, on the contrary, belong to the whole dispensational period, 

c 
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By the former, the lie direct is given to the plain and unequi- 
vocal letter of the word of God. 

By the latter, the gracious purposes of God in giving warning 
of evils which are whoUy future, are circumvented and brought V 
to nought, through the false assurance that they have been ful- 
fiUed. 

The self- same error underlies both those systems of teaching, 
that, namely, of the preference of carnal reasonings to the plain 
meaning of the word of God. 

But this very disposition in man has been foreseen and guarded 
against in both the New and the Old Testament. In the former 
it has been prohibited under a fearful penalty, (Rev. xxii. 18, 19), 
yet are both its words " added to " and *' its things '* taken frotn 
as if no such prohibition existed. 

And we have in Isaiah viii. 20, an injunction which is virtu- 
ally to the same effect, in the words, " To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is hecaiMe 
there is no light in themJ^ Departure from the letter of the 
Scripture is strictly forbidden by this passage. 

But it is also much more than this, for the prohibition to say 
or teach things otherwise than as they echo the words written, 
implies, and necessarily implies, the assurance that the more 
closely we adhere to the word, the more perfectly we shall be in 
possession of the mind or purpose of God ! 

And if we compare this inference with the facts as we find 
them recorded of the prophecies of former days, it is fully borne 
out in the perception, that they were ever fulfilled with a scru- 
pulous regard to the letter of the words in which they had been 
conveyed. Indeed our attention seems continually invited to 
this, in such expressions as, "thus was such and such a pro- 
phecy fulfiUed.'' 

The earliest recorded example of God's gracious intervention, 
by way of forewarning of the evil he was about to bring upon the 
earth, is so worded as to stand for a definition of the term " JVo- 
phecy " to the end of time. It was spoken to Pharoah, thus : 
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" God sJieweth unto PJia/roah what Se is about to do;^^ and it was 
literally brought to pass, in the seven years of plenty and other 
seven of famine. 

There was on this occasion a remarkable doubling or repetition 
of the dream of the king, as well as of the words of assurance, 
the object of which was, we are told, to impress the more 
strongly on his mind that ** the thing was established of God." 

Once, and only once again, and that to another monarch whom 
God had established over the whole civilized earth, was a like 
iteration used, in respect both of the vision he saw and of the 
assurance which accompanied its interpretation. But with this 
striking difference, that to mark it yet more emphatically as of 
God, the king was caused to forget the details, while their idea 
haunted his mind. They were therefore reproduced before him 
by the mouth of the Prophet, and by him interpreted to fore- 
shadow the progressive decline, through all ages, of that auto- 
cratic power of which God had constituted iN'ebuchadnezzar the 
representative head, until the entire fabric was annihilated, swept 
away, and succeeded by that Kingdom for which we even yet 
pray, saying, "Thy Kingdom come." 

As this subject will be touched upon again, it will be enough 
to say here, that the empire of ]N"ebuchadnezzar descended 
through the Persians, the Greeks and the Romans, and is the 
same to which the Gospel has been preached; that it only awaits 
the final partition among ten kings to have reached the state of 
its annihilation, when it wiU be replaced by the promised King- 
dom. To which may be added, that it is easy to see how lite- 
rally has been fulfilled the predicted declension of every thing 
resembling " autocracy " as it was vested in the first Head, of 
whom it is written, ** Whom he would he slew, and whom he would 
he kept alive" The thing is not known now-a-days. So that, 
as surely as the vision of Pharoah was, so will that of Nebuchad- 
nezzar be fulfilled (in what remains of it to be so) to the letter. 

The pages of the Old Testament are replete with proofs of the 
literal correspondence between the written Prophecy and its cir- 
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cumstantial accomplishment. But it is above all signal, in refer- 
ence to the Lord, because of the great variety of tjrpes and 
shadows of the Law, all of which behoved to meet and be ful- 
filled in Him ! All that had been spoken, whether in Moses, the 
Psalms or Prophets, even to the very minutioD of their utterances, 
seem to have been, as it were, vigilantly exacted from His person, 
so that no iota of their accomplishment was wanting ; and Peter 
could say, '* Those things which God before had shewed, by the 
mouth of all His Prophets, that Christ should suffer. He hath 80 
{i,e, circumstantially) fulfilled." 

Wherefore, if in past times, the watchful care of God, over the 
literal performance of His utterances was so great, what possible 
warrant is there for the doctrine of some, that He is altogether 
changed in that respect now ; and that, especially in regard to the 
Apocalypse, (which is the prophecy He gave to Jesus, and which 
details the circumstances attending His coming,) we are to 
expect no sort of agreement between the obvious meaning and the 
fulfilment of its pages. For that is, in effect, the doctrine of these 
writers. Else why, in place of receiving the things represented 
in that book as they are tcritten in it, do they substitute for them 
other, and wholly dissimilar things ? Why also do they so alter 
the figures by which the action of those things is evidently 
limited to the short space of three and a half years, as to make 
them appear to be spread over the long period of 1260 years. The 
bare fact of its thus paltering with the letter of the Scriptures, 
ought to distinguish that system as one which has ** no light " 
in it. 

To revert now to the main subject : — ^the aspect of the first 
advent of the Lord towards both Gentiles and Jews, we find set 
before us in Luke ii. 32 — 35. The passage is noteworthy, inas- 
much as it declared in the same breath the adoption of the 
former people, and its immediate consequence, the cutting off of 
the latter. The Holy Ghost, speaking by Simeon, presented the 
Infant Jesus as, in the first place "a Light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles," and (but in the second place) as <*the Glory" of Israel. 
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Then taking up the Child's immediate aspect toward the Jews, 
He was declared to be **«^^," {i.e., appointed) for the ^^fally and 
rising again of many in Israel.'' 

That fall we know to have followed the manifestation of 
Jesus ; and there is, as will be shown, abundant proof that the 
** rising again," or restoration of Israel, only awaits the approach- 
ing, or second manifestation of Jesus, and that He will thence- 
forward be '* the Glory of Israel." (See Isaiah xlv. 25.) 

Lastly, the words of Simeon have proved prophetic, not only 
of the calling of the Gentiles, and of the rejection of Christ by 
the Jews, but also of the mode of His reception by the world, 
and of the nature of its probation which He was appointed to 
effect; as it is written, '* Behold this Child is set ... . for a 
sign which shall be spoken against .... that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed." 

But the words of Simeon were, in fact, but the echo of the 
subject of the 49th Chapter of Isaiah, for there also are presented 
to us the non-gathering of the Jews and adoption of the Gentiles, 
in verses 1 — 12, while from the 13th verse to the end of the 
chapter, the final Restoration, Deliverance, and Millennial glory 
of Israel, together with that of their rule over the nations, are 
distinctly promised. 

We are told that the enquiries of the " wise men" troubled, 
not only Herod, but ^^all Jerumlem with him,"^^ and that he com- 
municated their report to " all the chief priests and scribes" in 
a, convoked body. Whether, therefore, from this fact, or from 
the words of Simeon, spoken publicly in the temple, or from the 
recorded activity in spreading them about the city, of the 
Prophetess Anna, no less than from the letter of the prophets, 
the rulers of the Jews ought to have been prepared, both for the 
advent of Christ, and for the national ruin which would foUow 
its disregard. 

When, therefore, the Pharisees came, and asked of Him 
** a sign from heaven," He bitterly reproached them for not of 
themselves discerning " the signs of the times^'* which were 
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before their eyes. The hypocrisy with which He charged them, 
lay in this, that while sitting in Moses' seat, and therefore 
ostensibly acting as watchmen for Israel, they closed their ears 
to the words of Moses, and their eyes to the accomplishment, in 
Himself, of all the appointed signs of the presence among thera 
of the Messenger of the Covenant. 

But the second coming of Christ, though it be the hope of the 
Church, is fraught with infinite evil to all who are without 
its pale. 

And do they who have assumed the post of watchmen to our 
Israel, better discern the signs of the times than did the 
Pharisees of old ? or, closing their eyes to the self-evident proofs 
to the contrary, are not many of them dreaming of the triumph 
of the Gospel by means of an instrumentality which is powerless 
to stem the advancing tide of apostasy, even in our own land ? 
Is there not among them the self same disbelief of the second, as 
there was among them of old, of the first coming of Christ ? Or 
where that stupendous event is at all referred to, is it not rather 
after the manner of a trumpet which gives forth an imcertain 
sound, than of one whose shrill alarum calls to the battle ? 

That the state of Christendom, at the return of Christ to the 
earth, wiU be one from which all faith will have disappeared^ 
that it wiU take the form of open apostasy, and that His coming 
will be so utterly disbelieved in, as to fall upon all the world, as 
a snare falls upon the feathered creation, are circumstances 
so explicitly declared in the Scriptures, that they can neither be 
denied nor explained away, excepting upon principles of interpre- 
tation, destructive of their light, and which turn it into outer 
darkness. Some of the signs of the times have been already 
adverted to, but there are others too numerous to be more than 
passingly mentioned. 

As if men were impelled by the hand of God to force their 
existence into notice, we have amongst us numbers who, led astray 
by the " oppositions of science falsely so called,'' openly repu- 
diate as fables the words of the living God by that Moses, to the- 
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truth of whose writings Christ has set His seal. By these men the 
verities of the flood, of the Exodus, and of Sinai, and of the crea- 
tion itself, are scoffed at and set at nought ; — ^in direct and literal ful- 
filment of that " sign of the last times '* given in 2 Peter iii. 3 — 6. 

But is there nothing we can proudly set off against these and 
other like defections ? Look at our zealous propagation of the 
Gospel. Have wo not visited every known shore ? is there 
a place on the earth to which we have not sent the tidings of 
redemption, and is this nothing ? I^ay, it is much ; but it is 
also an especially appointed sign of the endy as it is written, ''This 
Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world, for a 
witness to all nations, and then shall xnE end come." 
(Matt, xxiv.) 

In summing up the circumstances which will immediately 
precede that end, the Apostle, in the second chapter of 2 Thess. 
shows them to consist of a general Apostasy, the revealing of 
the Antichrist, and the destruction of both by the coming of 
Christ. He does not speak of the former of these, as our version 
would induce the belief, as a mere ^^ falling away^'^ as if it were 
but a partial or inconsiderable defection, but as of a state of 
things which will prevail universally, and embrace all Christen- 
dom. He terms it the Apostasy, and the universality of its pre- 
valence, as well as its nature, is evident from the entire chapter. 

In the eleventh chapter of his Epistle to the Romans, he 
so connects the restoration of Israel with the cutting off of the 
Gentiles, that the one is seen to be the consequence of the other, 
and to be so for the same cause as that for which the Jews were 
before ^^cast awayP **jE't?^»," he says, "as ye have obtained 
mercy through their unbeliefs so shall they also obtain mercy 
through your mercy ^"^ that is through the rejection of that mercy 
by the Gentiles. This will be the occasion of its reverting 
to Israel, by the coming of the Deliverer to Zion. 

But the Prophet Isaiah in treating of the same event, gives us 
another view of the cause of the cutting off of the Gentiles. The 
Redeemer, he says, shall come to Zion at an epoch characterized 
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by ^^ gross darkfiess,^* For behold, be says, the darkness shall 
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people. 

That, then, declares the character of the coming Apostasy, and 
which even now exists in all who reject the light of the Scrip- 
tures ; for Christ said, "I am come, a light into the world, that 
whosoever belie veth in me, should not abide in darkness," from 
which it is clear that rejection of Christ and abiding in darkness 
are in the sight of God one and the same. 

It is not therefore a blindness to other things ; not an intel- 
lectual, but a spiritual darkness. It may go hand in hand with 
the most polished refinements of civilization, be luminous with 
the false glare of science, and with the ignis fatuus of pseudo- 
critical acumen. He who is the ruler of the darkness as well as 
the god of this world, well knows how to invest it with the 
semblance of advanced intellectual light. He can transfer the 
mantle of a Lamarck to the shoulders of a Darwin, and with the 
same ease fit it on to those of another, to whom it shall reveal 
that their brilliant theory is (and with a like quota of truth) as 
applicable to spiritual as to natural phenomena. So that the 
Jewish beliefs, obviously admitting of a like ^^ perfectibility j^ 
only **the Man" was awanting to reproduce them in their 
existing phase. To such a vnriter the words of God seem 
emphatically addressed, "Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy 
tongue frameth deceit; thou sittest and speakest against thy 
brother, thou slanderest thine own mother's son;* these things 
hast thou done, and I kept silence, and thou thougbtest that I 
was altogether stLch an one as thyself. But I will reprove thee 
and set them in order before thine eyes. !N'ow consider this, ye 
that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to 
deHver." (Ps. 1. 19—23.) 

Nothing can be more disingenuous than a system, which, 
in place of fairly criticising the means by which a thing claims 
to have been achieved, contents itself with ** writing round^'* 

• " The Son of[Maii " is the brother of the descendants from Eve. 
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and disparaging by black insinuation^ that which it cannot meet 
face to face. 

As however this writer is versed in the suggestion of impos- 
sible causes for known results, a suggestion which involves the 
doctrine that a tree is not known by its fruit, he will be at no 
loss to insinuate false solutions of all the varied phenomena which 
have attended the spread and continuance of the faith he so well 
sees through ! For instance, among a host of others, on what 
principle the Romans, (who knew nothing about it,) and the 
Jews, (who detested the ''transmutation" in question,) con- 
spired together, nevertheless, to give it all the success in their 
power ; the former by the destruction of the city and Temple, 
the latter by paying the whole costs, in the loss of their 
nationality and country, in their early miseries and helpless 
dispersion throughout the world. 

And if these are placed to the account of the final cause of the 
atheist, the fortuitous concatenation of circumstances, then, how 
account for the still greater wonder, the prevision, namely, which 
foretold them, — selecting in that act, the precisely particular 
details which befell, out of the innumerable others which might 
have befallen, that city and people. 

The Christian believes, and Scripture is his warrant, that all 
these things have been done to the Jews that they may be 
pointed to as God's witnesses to the truth of the words spoken 
by, and to the consequences of the rejection of. His Only- 
begotten Son. Woe to him who sets at nought their unwilling 
testimony. 
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III. 

^^ For m the ligJitning cometh out of the east, and shine fh even 
unto the west, so also shall the coming of the Son of Man le^ 
(Matt. xxiv. 27.) 

It may be objected, Has not aversion to the Scriptures always 
characterized the masses of mankind ? Does not the history of 
Christianity shew that there has ever been the same opposedness 
of the darkness of the world to the light which it proffers ? Did 
not an Apostle write, that even in his days there were many 
antichrists, whereby it was known 1800 years ago that those 
were "the last times?" And if so, how can we know that 
things may not go on for another like period without any such 
catastrophic end as that of the coming of the Lord ? 

There can be no doubt that opposition to vital truth has ever 
been, as it still is, the sorrowful result of its promulgation ; and 
that, as it was foretold, the name of Jesus would to the last be 
" a sign to be spoken against ;" a test of the true feelings of the 
human heart ; and that, therefore, it was of course so from the 
beginning ; so that the spirit, which is emphatically to signalize 
"the antichrist," was, even in its earliest days, at work in the 
professing church. Yet the inference would be fearfully erro- 
neous which would base, either upon that fact or upon the 
delayed judgment of God upon it, the conclusion that no such 
judgment impends, or that it wiU be much longer deferred. 

For not to insist upon the fact that the phrase, "the last 
times," is there used in a dispensational sense, just as the Lord 
spoke of the then, and still existing, generation of the Jews, as 
embracing their whole body up to the end ;* or as He spoke of 

* The words are " Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass 
until all these things he fulfilled." (Matt. xxiv. 34.) The preceding verses 
shew what those things are, and as they have not yet been fuMlled, 
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this whole dispensation as " the times of the Gentiles," there are 
other circumstances which, being especially appointed indications 
of the time of His coming, have never before been fulfilled. One 
of them has been already adverted to. But there is another of 
deep significance, which has been rapidly developing itself for 
some years past throughout those nations which once formed 
provinces of the Eoman empire. 

As Joseph to Pharaoh, so was Daniel commissioned to say to 
Nebuchadnezzar, " God .... maketh known to the king .... 
what shall be in the latter days ;^^ and as in the instance of the 
Egyptian, so in that of the Babylonian monarch, the words of 
assurance were repeated : " He that revealeth secrets maketh 
known to thee what shall come to pass ^ (Dan. ii.) 

As the metals of the image seen by the king fell off in value — 
from gold to silver, from brass to iron, and from the unalloyed to 
the alloyed of the latter metal — so was prefigured to the king the 
successive phases of the decline of autocracy, until all that was 
represented by the vision was destroyed and swept away from 
the earth. 

The feet and toes of the image were composed of iron mixed 
with clay; and our inquiries^ must be confined to the import of 
this, its last state, because the dynasty of Nebuchadnezzar having 
been signified by the head of gold, it follows that the Persian, 
Grecian and Roman empires, which succeeded, fulfilled all that 
had been shewn by the other solid metals of which the image 
was constructed. The latter, having had rule over the "West as 
well as the East (which the others had not), was fittingly shewn 
by the legs of the image. But these having all passed away, it 
can be only with the feet and toes we are concerned. 

Pure or solid metals having been used to signify autocracy in 

it follows that that unbolieving generation has not yet passed. In 
chap, xxiii. 29 — 36, we may learn the oneness of all the generations of 
the Jews in God's sight, and how they became implicated in and liable for 
the persecutions of their fathers : it is a terrible lesson to Rome and its 
supporters. Apply to it the thirty-fifth verse. 
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its varied phases, and this having characterized the rule of all the 
sovereignties, from the head of gold downwards, the change seen 
in the feet and toes of the image, necessarily implies a change also 
in the rule which obtains when they are reached. For otherwise, 
if, that is, the information to be conveyed had been of a yet lower 
type of autocracy/ than that signified by iron, the feet and toes 
might, and in that case doubtless would, have been formed of 
some metal of yet inferior value, as of lead for instance. It is, 
therefore, not autocracy at all. 

The feet and toes " of iron mixed with miry day," may inti- 
mate that the former has become corroded, or hollowed out, so as 
to have admitted of the intrusion of the clay ; or that it has first 
been broken to pieces and then remodelled with a mixture of 
clay. Taken either way it suggests the idea of autocracy en- 
feebled or destroyed, by being mixed up with whatever the clay 
signifies to us. 

But the forty-third verse clearly intimates that by the clay we 
are to understand the common people, the popular element, or 
the democratic principles by which they are led ; and that it is 
by the intrusion of these into the place of rule, the conditions of 
the feet of the image will have been attained. " And whereas 
thou sawcst iron mixed with miry clay ; they (that is the kings 
of the latter days) shall mingle themselves with the seed of men 
{i.e. the miry clay a contrast to the seed royal), but they shall 
not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay." 

Few words could better describe the hollow truce which must 
ever characterize the seeming agreement between autocracy and 
democracy ; and to what can iron mixed with clay, as a symbol 
of the mixed rule of king and people, more surely point than to 
that supersession of the autocratic by the populai' will, by which, 
while royalty is nominally owned, it is virtually degraded under 
the name of " Limited or Constitutional Monarchy," fully deve- 
loped as yet in England alone, but destined to be equally so on 
the continent, until He comes, who for a brief space will restore 
power to the kings of the earth. 
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Who that compares the existing authority of kings with that 
which was theirs, especially abroad, before the French Eevolu- 
tion, can fail to note the vast changes already wrought by the 
intrusion of democracy into the once undisputed will of the 
sovereign ? And if we contrast monarchy, as it was exercised by 
him, of whom it is written, ** Whom he would he slew, and 
whom he would he kept alive," (Dan. v. 19), with that which 
is in these days so termed, we shall own that the present time 
witnesses to the accomplishment, partially at least, of the state 
of things figured by the feet of the image ; for sovereignty, ex- 
cept in the name, cannot be brought to a lower ebb than it has 
come to in England. 

We are not concerned with the question of how far this may 
have been a necessary result of the former misuse of autocracy, 
or with the yet more serious one of how far the will of God has 
been consulted in the matter, but rather to confine ourselves to 
the consideration, so clearly revealed, that when the evil leaven 
of democracy shall have corrupted the nations indicated by the 
feet of the image, God will send them a King, in His wrath, 
whom aU, from the least to the greatest, shall serve, as slaves 
their master, but to their eternal ruin ! 

That will be but the fulfilment of the golden rule of retribu- 
tion enunciated by the Lord: "For with what judgment ye 
judge, ye shall be judged; and with what measure ye mete, it 
shall he measured to you againy 

For if the possession of arbitrary power have had, in the hands 
of one man, a tendency to run riot, and bring about its own de- 
struction, will those tendencies be lessened or averted when that 
power falls into the hands of the many ? And if its destruction 
was decreed by the many, because of its misuse by one, shall not 
a like ruin come when its exercise, in the name of the people, 
shall be, in the sight of God, yet more iniquitous than was its 
exercise by kings. 

History is replete with instances of the action of lawlessness, 
the impatience, that is, of all control, whether of God or of man, 
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wliich has stood between the lust of power and its gratification. 
But, as the arena was in those days open chiefly to kings and 
nobles, the morals of the people at large did not suffer so much 
contamination from the crimes and wickedness of men so far re- 
moved from their own sphere of life. 

But all that is changed now; every man, woman and child (for 
even the rising generation is encouraged in the race) is sucked 
into the vortex of iniquity, which has displaced autocracy, the 
backbone of which is "government by party," a system, of his 
adherence to which, a ^UiheraV^ duke lately spoke as if it were 
the source of anything rather than of the demoralization of 
England. Yet such it is ; for if a tree be known by its fruit, 
what is the fruit of that system ? 

It is that of an existing and ever increasing lawlessness ; of a 
growingly barefaced scorn of honour, honesty, and decency, both 
in the people and in those who seek their favour. It is a system 
which subordiQates every principle, human and divine, to the 
greed of place ; which hires ruf&ans to silence discussion, and 
to browbeat, overawe or ill use, those who are on the side of 
order. It is a tree, which, rooted in the prostration of the 
earthly, will branch out into defiance of the heavenly King ! 

And is it not already doing this ? "What else is the purposed 
separation of the State from the Church ! What did God say of 
a like withdrawal of the State from the Church, when it was 
proposed by Israel? " They have not rejected thee (Samuel, 
q.d. the Church) but they have rejected Me, that I should not 
reign over them." (I Sam. viii.) 

"No delusion can be greater than that which supposes the State 
can remain Christian, apart from its direct confession to God 
through the Reformed Church, — excepting that which flatters 
itself that the equal countenancing of truth and falsehood will 
do as well !* The State cannot elevate the latter to the place of 

* In the address of the Society of Friends on the Irish Church, these 
words occnr : "Do any really believe that in removing the legal 
' Establishment ' the State will cease to be Christian ? Can there be a 
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the former, but it may (to the best of its power) degrade the 
truth to the level of the lie ! And the open apostasy involved 
in this act, will bring upon the whole nation, the punishment of 
the sin of those, whose voices the State represents ! Alas for 
England ! 

It is not difficult to see that the lawlessness of the demagogue, 
belched forth continually, must necessarily imbue the masses of 
the people with a like evil leaven ; they arc by no means blind 
to the lies and knavery by which their co-operation is bought, 
but thoroughly enter into, aye, and copy them too, each in his 
own sphere, until the whole body is a seething mass of corrup- 
tion; and thus "deceiving and being deceived'' men will wax 
worse and worse, until He comes, whom the Scriptures describe 
as the very incarnation of lawlessness. 

For it is "when transgressors are come to the full," according 
to the language of Daniel, or, as our own Scriptures, referring to 
the same event, say, "the apostasy must first come," before the 
Man of Sin shall be revealed. 

We are not however necessarily to infer, that it is owing to 
any present unripeness of evil, that the restraining hand of God 
continues to withold His appearing ; but rather because the set 
period to His longsuffering patience, defined by the phrase 
" the times of the Gentiles " has not yet reached its appointed 
limit. This is gathered from the sixth verse of 2 Thess. ii. 
*'And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed 
in his timei*^ therefore not hefore that time is fully come ; " and 
then," it is wiitten, " shaU that "Wicked be revealed," "the son of 
perdition." 

These epithets, and others of abhorrence, both in this Epistle 

greater fallacy ?" That is not the real question. The State ceased to 
be a Ch/ristian state from the moment it represented the opinions and was 
inflnenced by the will of the enemies of Christianity, as Jews, Unita- 
rians, and Infidels ; by that of falsely called Christians, as Romanistsj and 
by that of Anarchical Dissenters. The disestablishment of the Church 
will be but the consequence of its apostasy — and its proof. 
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and in the Apocalypse are designed to impress us with GoA^a 
estimate of the nature and character of that evil being. And 
with the same view to the beHever's instruction we are fore- 
warned of his blasphemous assumptions; of the "lying wonders'' 
upon which he will rest them ; the Satanic agency by which 
they will be wrought ; and, in short, the hidden springs of the 
delusion by which men shall be forced to believe in him. 

But we are not to imagine that he will be known to the world 
as possessed, either of the name of " the man of %iny'* or of the 
character by which he will be known to believers only. Far 
from it, for though his coming will be retributive, so that they 
who have rejected salvation by the true Christ, shall be com- 
pelled to receive damnation through the false, yet will it not 
seem so to them. Satan, under whose especial direction this 
crowning act of deceit will fall, is far too wary to risk the loss 
of a single soul by any unseemly show. Only the believer re- 
ceives the truth as it is in the Scriptures, to all else the Anti- 
christ will seem to surpass all that the most fertile imagination 
has ever conceived. Gifted with a fascinating attractiveness, 
with which Satan, who so well knows every avenue to the 
human heart, will perfect him, the great deceiver will appear to 
adorn, rather than be adorned by, the glories by which he will 
surround himself. It is written — " Satan himself is transformed 
as an angel of light, therefore it is no great thing if his ministers 
al^o be transformed as the ministers of righteousness." But 
what! .... 

*' Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird !" 
Nay, it seems that their narrow instinct serves the feathered 
creation far better than his superior intellect does man ; for the 
one shuns the mere appearance of danger, while the other denies 
its existence though it be pointed to by the hand of God Himself! 

Throughout the land the air resounds with loud-tongued wit- 
nesses of God on the day of the Lord's rising from the dead. To 
the believer they say, "Because I live ye shall live also." To 
him they testify that he shall be raised again in glory at the 
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coming of the Lord. To the unbeliever they testify that for him 
there is resurrection aUo, but **to everlasting shame and con- 
tempt." Every passing bell is God's reminder to men, of a soul 
that is taking its place/or ever at the right or at the left hand of 
Christ; either in consciously blissful expectation, or in con- 
sciously ** fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation.'' 

Plainly recorded as are the consequences of unbelief, yet will 
they, .no less than the blessed hopes of faith, have so utterly 
ceased to attract the attention of men, that they will come, " as 
a snare upon the face of the whole earth." (Luke xxi. 35.) And 
the refined criticism which can now evade the force of miraclles 
wrought in favour of a scheme of redemption will be powerless to 
resist the false evidence of "lying wonders," to be wrought in 
support of a snare for their eternal destruction. 

The book of Daniel shews the great deceiver in his action 
upon the Jews. The Second Epistle to the Thessalonians and 
the Apocalypse present him in his relation to apostate Christen- 
dom : for he will be made the punishment of the rejection of 
Christ, both in Jew and Gentile. 

It is not needful to demonstrate this fact by lengthened argu- 
ment. The unities of time, place, and circumstance, make it 
evident that one and the same person is pointed to as the false 
Messiah, fondly yet ignorantly expected by the Jews, and the 
Antichrist of the Gentiles. Any other theory would involve thp 
utmost absurdities. While there are none in this interpretation 
of the sacred records. 

The second chapter of the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians 
gives a general summary of the character, actions, and destruction 
of the Antichrist, but fuller details are to be found in the Apoca- 
lypse. Its thirteenth chapter presents us first with the region 
of his manifestation. It is stated that he rises up out of the sea ; 
but as in chap. xvii. the key to this figure of speech is afforded 
us by the explanation that *' waters ^^ (and therefore the sea) 
denote ^^ peoples and nations,^ ^ we are warranted in the assump- 
tion, that the Antichrist will be first manifested among the 
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nations bordering upon the Mediterranean Sea, for Patmos is in 
that sea. 

It is to be especially noted, that he is here introduced as 
already having attained universal sovereignty ; for he wears the 
crowns of all the ten kingdoms into which Christendom will 
then be divided. 

To this temporal power Satan adds all that he possesses of 
spiritual power, for so do the words imply, "and the dragon 
gave him his power and scat, and great authority.'* Without 
^ pretending to define the shades of difference between these three 
gifts, we may get a general idea of what they imply, by the 
reflection that Satan is represented as imparting to the Anti- 
christ that which the Scriptures also admit him to possess. 
Thus he is termed "the god of this world," "the ruler " of its 
darkness, " the prince of the power of the air," " the spirit that 
worketh in the children of disobedience." The effect of these 
gifts is learned from their being followed by the homage and 
worship of all men " whose names are not written in the book 
of life." There is yet another circumstance which it is well to 
note, namely, that when Satan made offer to Christ of " all the 
kingdoms of the world," the Lord did not disallow the claim he 
set up in the words, " All this power will I give thee, and the 
glory of them ; for that is delivered unto me, and to wlwmsoever I 
will I give itV The offer and its condition, the worship of Satan, 
were alike rejected by the Lord ; but loth accepted by the Im- 
postor ; and the result is speedily seen in the words, " and he 
opened his moutli in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His 
I^ame, and His tabernacle and them that dwell in heaven." It 
is also to be noted that the period of forty-two months dates 
from the hour of the development of his blasphemies, to the 
end of his career; and that his persecution of believers has 
necessarily the same limited duration. The occasion of this 
persecution is evidently the circumstance narrated in the eleventh 
to the seventeenth verses. One arises "om^ of the earth ^' which 
poBsihly indicates tneanness of birth, (just as "miry clay*' is 
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used as the figure of the coranion people) whose nature is that 
of a wolf in sheep's clothing ; *^he had two horm like a lamb, 
hut spake as a dragon^ ^ {i,e. a devil, ver. 2.) He will unite in 
his own person the offices of prophet, priest, and vicegerent to 
the deceiver, and originate a system which fills to overfiowing 
the cup of the sin of apostasy. This is none other than that of 
the establishment of the formal worship of the impostor and of 
his image, in united complicity in the construction of which, as 
well as in its worship, he involves all " that dwell upon the 
earth." And that none may escape, all men will be obliged to 
receive the brand of the name of the Antichrist (or its figured 
equivalent) on the forehead or right palm ; and so stringent will 
be the diabolical obedience exacted, that none but those so 
marked will be able to traffic in or procure the very necessaries 
of life ; while at the same time they who are not so distinguished 
will, ipBo facto y be exposed to the searching inquisition of the 
tyrant and his myrmidons, and many will be put to death. 

But however great the number of recusants, they will bear no 
proportion to the multitudes of those who will receive the brand 
as their glory. Possibly it wiU be represented as the promised 
seal of the Holy Spirit, of which indeed it seems a Satanic 
mockery. But it will be the seal of their eternal ruin ; as it is 
written, "If any man worship the beast or his image, and 
receive his mark in his forehead or in his hand, the same shall 
drink of the wine of the wrath of God," etc. (xiv. 9 — 11.) 
Does any one ask, "But how can these things be?" Let him 
reflect that the state of things then existing will be, not one of 
simple abandonment of men to their own lusts, such as is 
recorded in Komans i. 22 — 32, it will be infinitely more terrible, 
for it is written that " God Himself shall send tliem strong delu- 
sion, that they should believe a Ite,^^ in order that the vaunted in- 
tellect which will see nothing desirable in the true Christ may 
be hopelessly blinded in adoration of the counterfeit. 

If we turn now to the 17th chapter of the Apocalypse, we 
shall find a greatly enlarged account of the Antichrist. We arc 






presented with features of his story altogether antecedent to those 
in the 13th chapter. That shows Him after He has attained the 
height of His pow(T, and refers to its use in the last three and a 
half years of it ; but in this chapter we see his action before the 
commencement of that period, that is, before he has reached 
the zenith of his power. 

He is accordingly represented as " caiTying," that is, suhser- 
vient to a woman, who, as it is explained to us, denotes, or is the 
symbol of, " a great city." 

The veiy prominent features by which the choractcr of the 
woman is signified to us, will dou])tless have their counterpart 
in her antitj-pe, and thereby enable us certainly to identify 
the latter. 

1st. She is represented as a whore, and at the same time 
" dnink with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus ; *' there can therefore be no doubt that the 
woman rei)resents an unholy, yet self-called, but false and 
apostate system of religion. 

2ndly. She is said to sit upon, first, ** many waters," secondly, 
" seven mountains," but these are both explained to be symbols, 
the first of *' peoples, multitude?, nations, and tongues; the 
second of her *' reign over the kings of the earth," (verses 15, 18,) 
for in prophet parlance ^^ mountains^^ signify r^w^r^s of power. 
Sitting upon implies the sustainment of him who sits, but no less 
the crushing or oppression of that which is sit upon ; and, as it 
is declared in the 16tli verse, that the woman who sits upon or 
reigns over the kings is hated by them, we cannot doubt that her 
rule is oi)pressive to both kings and people. 

The next thing to be noticed is, that Antichrist who bears, 
and the kings who hate, shall in due time conjoin in utterly 
destroying the woman. AVe note that the woman is so identified 
witli, as to be part and parctl of '* a great city," winch at tlie era 
of the manifestation of the Antiehri^t, is to reign over the whole 
earth, i.e., over Christendom. It is most important to note this 
as i/i sfore for the future. And what is that city already drunk 
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with the blood of persecution ? If any city of the earth is ever 
to rise to that bloody pre-ouiint'nce, and once more to reign 
triumphant over kings and people, hated by, yet oppressing them 
with the fellest of all despotisms, tliat, namely, which enthralls 
body, soul, and spirit, where should we direct our gaze ? Kot to 
democracy, or to the city whose jioisoiious breath has spread 
corruption through the world ; for it has not ])een guilty of the 
blood of the saints and martyrs. But it is this veiy thing which 
instructs our expectations of the future by the experience of the 
past. For to what city can it point but to that of Rome, and to 
what false system of pseudo-religion but to that of which she is 
the seat ! If we read that the Jews were made to answer for all 
the blood shed in the name of religion, from that of Abel to that 
of the last sufferer from their bigotry, shall not God, *' when He 
maketh inquisition for blood," apply the same retributive rule to 
her, who reeks with the gore of those, who, in every age have 
striven to let in the light of God's truth upon the darkness 
of her idolatries. 

For this reason, although the woman bears upon her forehead 
the name (amongst others which are decidedly figurative) of 
^^ JBahylon tlie Great, ^^ it is impossible to believe that the ancient 
city of that name is here meant, because first, the word 
^^ Mystery,''^ which belongs to all the titles which follow it, 
indicates, not a literal, but an emblematical interpretation of 
them ; and secondly, because if it were restored to-moiTOW, and 
became, as persecutive as Rome has been, yet in the short time 
which remains of this dispensation, she could scarcely equal, and 
certainly not become liable for, the rivers of blood which have 
been shed through ages of misrule, by the influence and instiga- 
tion of Rome. 

But as Rome cannot be said now to reign over the kings and 
Mngdoms of the earth, it follows that she is yet destined to 
recover her hateful supremacy ; but her end is utter destruction. 
The words indicating this consummation are singular in their 
power : " And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast. 
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these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and 
naked, and shall eat her flesh and bum her with fire." 

There are two additional considerations which confirm the 
view that Kome, and not Babylon, is indicated by the woman. 
First, that if the latter city be restored, it will be as the city of 
the Antichrist, and therefore hardly be destroyed by him.* 

* A comparison of the tenor of the 17th and 18th chapters of the 
Apocalypse seems to lead to the important inference that the ancient 
city of Babylon will revive to a brilliant, though bloody and brief 
pre-eminence over the cities of the world, and be the court of the 
Antichrist. Certainly the same city is not indicated in both these chap- 
ters, for though there are some strong features of resemblance which, at 
first sight, seem to indicate oneness, there are still stronger marks wliich 
make it impossible they can be the same. The points of similiarity are, 
1st, Both have much the same character of guilt which is implied by the 
term " fornication" (sinful perversion of worship) with the kings and 
nations of the earth. 2nd, In the gorgeousness of their attire and sur- 
roundings, which is described in almost the same words in both chap- 
ters. 3rd, In the fact that both are charged with the blood of saints and 
martyrs. 4th, That both are destroyed by fire. 

Strong, however, as these points of resemblance arc, they do not 
necessarily indicate that the same city is meant j for, in the first place, 
it is not impossible that after the destruction of the one whose name ia 
Babylon, in a mystery (that is, not really, but only emblematically so) 
another city — the Babylon of the 18th chapter, and actually so called — 
may succeed her in all her wickedness, and become the fountain 
head of another sort of " fornication," or spiritual prostitution. But 
in the next place the diflferences, in other respects, between the two 
cities are so marked as to be decisive against the possibility that one 
and the same place is the subject of both chapters. For, 1st, of the 
Babylon of the 17th chapter it is written, that the kings shall hate her^ 
and themselves bum and destroy her; while it is said of that of the 
18th chapter, that " the kings of the earth who have committed fornica- 
tion, and lived deliciotisly with her, shall bewail her, and lament for Her,, 
when they shall see the smoke of her burning;" with which therefore 
they ha/ve had nothing to do. 2nd. The Babylon of the 18th chapter is. 
described as a great mercantile centre of the world. Kome, (whom we 
believe to be indicated in the 17th chapter) never has been such, and is. 
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Secondly, that the destiiiction of Romanism as a paramount 
influence, though of ungodliness, yet not of his creation, would 
be of absolute necessity to the schemes of the impostor ; for how 
else should he establish his own worship ? And this destruction 
of so influential a system as it is destined to become, is probably 
that which is implied in the "head wounded to death, but 
afterwards healed,'* seen on the Antichrist in the 13th chapter; 
the "healing" being possibly the setting up in the place of 
Bomanism, an equally false system of his own, under the 
felse prophet, (xii. 11 — 17.) 

To revert now to that in this chapter which immediately 
relates to the great deceiver : we read from the 9th verse, "And 
here is the mind that hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven 
mountains on which the woman sitteth ; and there are seven 
kings, five are fallen, and one is, the other is not yet come ; and 
when he cometh he must continue a short space ; and the beast 
that was and is not, he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and 
goeth into perdition : and the ten horns which thou sawest are 
ten kings which have received no kingdom as yet, but receive 
power as kings, one hour with the beast ; these have one mind, 
and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.'' 

The appeal which introduces these verses is not to natural 

not so situated as ever to become so, while if Babylon were restored, it 
would be at once the emporium and shortest channel of commerce 
between the East and West. 3rd. The consideration, however, which 
seems cumulative of all reasoning on the subject, rests on the fact, that 
the Babylon of mystery will have been swept from the earth before the 
actual city meant by the 18th chapter shall meet her doom. This is 
clearly understood by considering, that the " woman " whom Antichrist 
sustains in the beginning of his career, is destroyed by him and the 
kings of the earth ; and that it is this act which makes way for his own 
supremacy in all things, civil and spiritual ; while on the other hand, 
while Bome will have been destroyed hefore the Antichrist is seen in the 
13th chapter with the symbol of her destruction (one of his heads 
wounded to death), the Babylon of the 13th chapter is still awaiting her 
destruction at the time of the summons of the kings of the earth and the 
nations to the great battle of the day of the Lord. (See xvi. 19.) 
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sagacity, but to that which results jfrom the study of the sacred 
"writings; to the acquired knowledge of the import of which 
alone "the mind which hath wisdom" applies, and it refers, not 
as some have supposed, to the problem of the 9th verse only, but 
to the right interpretation of all that follows those words, even 
to the end of the chapter. 

In the 3rd verse the Antichrist is represented with seven 
heads, yet with ten horns, which latter are in the 12th verse 
explained to mean kings or kingdoms, (for in prophetic language 
these arc often interchangeable terms,) but in the 9th verse, seven 
mountains (which equally denote kingdoms) only are mentioned 
as those under the oppressive rule of the woman. It is here 
first that a knowledge of Scripture alone can unravel the 
seeming anomaly. 

If we refer to Dan. vii., we learn that in the latter days the 
empire of the fourth beast, (that of ancient Kome) will be 
divided into ten kingdoms ; that after a while one shall rise up 
amongst them, by whom three of these shall be subdued, 
(verse 24,) leaving of course seven kingdoms only, and these 
in the West, where the woman reigns ; for by the 8th chapter of 
Daniel, in which the history of this intrusive king is resumed, it 
is clear that he (the Antichrist) will be manifested in the 
eastern part of the Koman empire, which pertained to the 
successors of Alexander, whsre Romanism has had no seat, 
and which is now under Mahomedan mle. And this is just 
how the Antichrist is seen in the chapter before us; he has 
already subdued the three eastern kingdoms, and the mode of his 
acquisition of power over the seven mountains or kingdoms of 
the West, forms the subject of the other verses cited, (10 — 13.) 

The conjunction and shows that the subject of the 9th verse 
is continued in the 10th. Of these mountains or kingdoms it is 
said, ** There are seven kings, five are fallen, and one is, the 
other is not yet come, and when he has come he must continue a 
short space ; and the beast that was, and is not, even he is the 
eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition." The key 
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to this passage is given to us in the words ''^ one /«," for as we 
know that the Roman empire was, when John wrote, the 
sole power on earth, so we understand that, hoth in the five 
which had preceded it, (or fallen), and the one which was 
to follow, we are to seek not for individual monarchs, hut for the 
principles of government hy which they reigned. The Scriptures 
enahle us to point to three of those empires which preceded that 
of Rome, that of Bahylon, of Persia, and of Alexander, all 
of which are presented as gradually declining in the pure 
autocracy of their rule, from the head of gold to the legs of iron. 
The rule of the descendants of Nimrod preceded that of Nehu- 
chadnezzar ; possihly the patriarchal rule represented the fifth of 
those which had disappeared before Rome existed. But that 
which nearly concerns us is the seventh kiiigdom, or form 
of rule, which succeeding that of Rome, is to ''continue for 
a short space," and he replaced by the eighth, which will be the 
rule of Antichrist. 

"We observe that although Rome ceased to govern, its principle 
of rule did not cease ; it remained xii-cl in the autocracy of 
the many kingdoms which were created out of the Roman 
provinces, until the revolution in England pointed the way, and 
that of France followed it up in steps which have shaken the 
fabric of autocracy to its foundation. Since then the principles 
of ** limited or constitutional monarchy " have spread, and are 
destroying the vitality of autocracy in all nations. And, as any 
form of universal rule, differing from, yet succeeding to, those 
principles ^ by which Rome was governed, must needs be the 
seventh; we know it has come in England at least, and will 
sooner or later also prevail on the Continent. 

In the 12th verse we find it summarily stated that he who has 
hitherto been denominated, " the Reast," will in due time succeed 
to the power once held by Rome, by "vdrtue of a voluntary sub- 
mission to his rule of all the *' kings of the earth." It must be borne 
in mind, that the Roman earth or empire alone is meant by this 
expression; although, wielding, as the Antichrist will do, so 
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immense a force, and resources so boundless as will be at his beck, 
no other state, not included in the ancient boundaries of Rome, 
will be much disposed to question his supremacy. 

As the full number often kings are mentioned in this verse, we 
may suppose that although the three spoken of in Daniel had 
been subdued, they are still permitted the exercise of their 
authority under and for the Antichrist. As for the kingdoms of 
the West, we can only conjecture the motives which induce their 
ready acquiescence in all his schemes : for though we read that 
God "will put it into their hearts to agree and give their king- 
dom" to him, "until the words of God shall be fulfiUed" (17th 
verse), yet as He often acts by means which are easily compre- 
hended, so here we may gather part at least of those means. 
They suggest themselves by the apparently restored autocracy of 
those kings. For the idea of their being in a position to place 
"their power and strength" at the disposal of another, supposes 
and implies their perfect freedom of action ; their own entire de- 
liverance from the degrading thraldom to democratic rule, mis- 
called constitutional monarchy, doubtless put an end to by Him 
who will be, not the nominal, but the real Master, and who will 
brook the existence of no will but His own ; and we may £ancj 
that the restoring to kings of the absolute autocracy so dear to 
them, will have no small effect in binding them to him who has 
the power of subjecting their people in, as it were, chains of 
adamant, to his every wish, and to themselves as His re- 
presentatives ! 

If the names by Vhich the Antichrist is referred to are care- 
ftdly selected, so as to excite abhorrence, the hints (if, indeed, 
they do not merit a very different term) which are, as it were 
incidentally suffered to appear in various parts of the Apocalypse, 
are calculated to fOl the mind with an indefinable sense of awe. 

He is mentioned first in the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians, 
in terms which seem to indicate that he was, at that remote time, 
exutmt^ but forcibly restrained, lest he should break forth before 
his time ; and he is spoken of, not as coming into the world after 
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the manner of man, but as being " revealedy^ which, implies a 
good deal more : it is here suggestive of something of the nature 
of a hidden or imprisoned reality, the barriers to the manifestation 
of which are suddenly taken away. And in the seventeenth 
chapter of the Apocalypse that idea meets with confirmation, for 
there we read of him — ^first, that "7*^ slmll ascend out of the 
hoUomless pit ;^* and secondly, that " he was, is not, and yet is /" 
There is yet one other reference to him in chap. xiii. — a clue, 
that is, to the name by which he will be known. 

Of the pit from which he is to ascend, we seem to gather that 
it is now the place of confinement of fallen angels. Its being 
opened by **« hey^^ suggests that inference; which is further 
warranted by the fact, that it will be the place of Satan's im- 
prisonment during the thousand years of the reign of CJjfrist. 
(See Eev. xx. 1 — 3.) 

The angel (the star of ver. 1, chap, ix.) who opens. the pit, is 
represented as falling to the ea/rth; and as the smoke from it 
darkens the sun and the air, we are taught that the heart of the 
earth is the locale of the bottomless pit. There seems peculiar 
fitness in that retributive act, by which they who have wrecked 
creation are buried in its ruins ! There has, moreover, ever been 
a belief, well grounded on the Scriptures, that Hades (the abode 
of the wicked dead) is also situated in the heart of the earth ; 
and " the smoke as of a great furnace " which escapes with the 
demons, coupled with the known fact that the centre of our globe 
is filled with fire, seems to indicate that the parable of Dives 
represents no image, but a literal, and on death immediate, con- 
sequence of not being rich " toward God.*^ 

That demons are meant there can be no doubt. Their locust 
form does not militate against that conclusion ; for besides that 
we have no idea of the actual appearances of spirits, we also 
know that they either have the inherent power or it has for a 
time and purpose been imparted to them of taking the form of 
men. And why not of other creatures ? It must be borne in 
mind that these represent a plague— one only of many to which 



44 

the earth will be subjected during the Apostasy and rule of 
Antichrist : a time also when the earth will be the habitation — 
the forced Iiahitation — of the Devil and his angels. (See Rev. xii. 
7 — 12.) Their king too being named as "the angel'* of 
the pit, would naturally infer his subjects to be of the same 
order. From all which considerations it seems certain that 
the Antichrist, though appearing on earth in a human form, will 
be one — perhaps the king who is named (for a very slight change 
in the letters forming his name would meet this condition also) — 
of those fallen angels who are now " kept in chains under dark- 
ness.'' (2 Pet. ii. 4.) 

But the seeming paradox presented by his name in the con- 
cluding paragraph of the eighth verse of chapter xvii., is not 
necessarily offered for solution to us of the present day : not, 
that is, for the gratification of mere curiosity, but rather as a 
merciful provision to those living in the fearful times of his 
manifestation ; so that he may be exposed to the believer by the 
fact that the letters forming his name will amount to 666, and 
that he will use those figures as a sort of cypher, or equivalent 
to it. And great will be the clue thus afforded to those who, but 
for its being given of God, might ho led by the wonderful 
works of the Antichrist to believe him to be all that he will 
represent himself to be — " God manifest in the flesh." The 
words of that paragraph read in connection with those of the 
eleventh verse, may simply mean that he was one of the holy 
angels, and is not so now ; but is the eighth and last head of 
Gentile power. 

With reference to the preposterous attempts (which are pub- 
lished) to identify the ** Man of Sin " with a living monarch, it 
should be remembered that it does not* depend upon the name 
alone; and that unless he who is supposed to beai* it also ascended 
** out of the bottomless pit," the poor man is no more identified 
by it than are they who would hx it upon him. The general 
course of action which will distinguish the Antichrist from all 
pretended identifications in the persons of others, is so clearly 
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delineated in the Scriptures, as to be unmistakcable by those 
who are content to abide by their dicta. It consists in — First, 
the subjection of three of those kingdoms in the East which 
formed parts of the empire of Alexander ; secondly, the destruc- 
tion by him, in conjunction with the kings of the West, of the 
oppressive rule of the Woman, ** drunk with the blood of saints 
and martyrs;'* thirdly, in the fact, openly avowed or virtually 
so, of his supremacy over the whole of the kingdoms of the East 
and West; fourthly, in his blasphemous claim to be acknowledged 
and worshipped as ** God manifest in the flesh," in the miracles 
wrought by him in sustainment of his claim, and in the fearful 
persecutions instituted in his name against true believers. 

His last act — that which eventuates in his own and the irre- 
mediable ruin of all who have believed in him — is termed, in the 
fourteenth verse of the seventeenth chapter, "making war with 
the Lamb;" and as this clearly does not apply to the persecutions 
aforesaid, we are compelled to seek its solution in other circum- 
stances ; for it is an overt act of "war, supported by the forces and 
graced by the personal presence of the whole of the subject kings 
of the ten kingdoms of the earth ; — ^this is manifest from the words 
of chap. xvi. 13 — 17, compared with chap. xix. 19. 

It will be observed, that in the former of these chapters the 
place of gathering of these forces is given in the Hebrew tongue, 
and would therefore naturally infer that it is situated in the land 
of the Jews. 

It is also to be especially noticed, that the tenor of the eleventh 
chapter indicates that Jerusalem will become the centre of the 
action, both of the Antichrist and of the nations, as the time of 
the end approaches. 

Now when the Lord uttered the memorable words, *' Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled," they spoke of the duration, as well as of. 
the fact, of that prostration. It began when the Jews were '*led 
away captive " (Luke xxi. 24), and has continued through this 
dispensation, which constitutes, in a spiritual sense, the times of 
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the Gentiles: **the times," namely, which have been set apart 
for their probation. But in this eleventh chapter of the Apoca- 
lypse we have that term narrowed down to, or its duration 
defined by, forty-two months (which is the exact period of the 
persecutions of the Antichrist, and of the duration of his power, 
by chap, xiii.) It follows, therefore, that the " treading under 
foot of the Holy City " here spoken of, must refer to that of its 
last daySj and also, as we shall see, to its being once more — ^but 
finally — the scene of fiery tribulation. The Temple, too, is spoken 
of as then existing, and the city is identified with Jerusalem as 
"the place where our Lord was crucified," and as the scene of 
the final testimony of two witnesses whom God will send in the 
days of the last agony of the people, of whose slaughter, and of 
the exultation, not of the Jews, but of the nations of all kindreds 
then assembled at Jerusalem, evidence as clearly as words can do 
60, that at the close of this dispensation, as at that of the Mil- 
lennial (Rev. XX. 9), Jerusalem will be the bone of contention, 
and its environs the scene of the destruction both of the deceiver 
and of all who are deceived by him. 

It is therefore evident that the future of the Jews is so inter- 
woven with that of the Gentiles — that is, the restoration of the 
former people with the ^^ cutting off'*'* of the latter — that no 
details of the end would be either lucid or true, which omitted 
the consideration of the important share in it which will fall to 
the lot of the Jewish people. But this will require a separate 
notice, which will be given in another paper. "We must at 
present restrict ourselves to the view of the state of Christendom, 
which the Scriptures give ground to infer will follow upon a 
disregard or contempt of their warning voice, and of the con- 
sequences to the vaunted intellectual pre-eminence of man, when 
once the atoning blood shall have begun — no longer to plead for 
forbearance or mercy, but, like that of Abel — ^to cry to God for 
vengeance upon those who, by trampling it under foot, have 
become guilty of it ! 

What hut a reverting to darkness can follow the withdrawal 
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fix)m it of the Light of the World ! We know in what consisted 
that darkness in the days of heathen Eomc, and we also know in 
what way it shewed itself before the light of the Reformation 
dispelled the thick darkness of the harlot Rome. 

What then will the grossness of the darkness be, when God 
Himself shall restore it ; when He shall send strong delusion into 
the hearts and minds of all who have not received the love of the 
truth, so that they shall have no choice but to believe a lie, 
shall worship the devil and his vicegerent, and shall, falling even 
lower still, worship the image of the arch deceiver ! 

That image will, there is every reason to believe, be placed 
in the temple at Jerusalem (to be yet built), and will constitute 
the " abomination of desolation" spoken of by the Lord as the 
immediate precursor of " the great tribulation," (Matt. xxiv. 
15 — 22) ; and, doubtless, all who can do so, will flock there to 
the worship of the idol and to receive the fatal seal of their ruin. 
But what of the myriads who cannot do so, and ^ef must share 
in the same act of apostasy? For it is written, ** All whose 
names are not written in the book of life (that is, all who have 
not previously taken refuge in Jesus), shall worship the Anti- 
christ and receive his mark ! 

We know how other idolatries can multiply and scatter far and 
wide the agents and machinery of their superstition, and doubt- 
less such agency will not be forgotten here, so that no house will 
lack its *' facsimile," and no man the seal of his adherence to the 
adoration of '* the Beast and his Image." 

The part of the Jews in the closing scenes of this dispensation 
may be so far anticipated as is involved in saying, that the 
refusal of some among them to comply with his requirements, 
appears to be the cause of the summons by the great deceiver of 
the forces of all his satraps to the siege of Jerusalem. 

The manner in which the multitudes, who will fly to his call, 
will be destroyed by the coming of the Lord, forms, more pro- 
perly, part of the Jewish history, and will be therefore dealt 
with when treating of it ; but in the meantime it is summarily 
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referred to in these words of the Apostle to the Gentiles : ** The 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, with His mighty 
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
not God and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power; when He 
shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in 
aU them that believe." (2 Thess. i. 7—10.) 

As this extract sliews the coming of Clirist to have an aspect 
upon believers as well as upon unbelievers, the subject would be 
incomplete unless its bearing upon the former be also cited in the 
words of the Apostle. To this effect we read, ** The Lord Him- 
self shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God ; and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first ; then we which are alive, and remain, shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.*' (1 Thess. iv. 
16, 17.) 

These words leave no possible opening for doubt that the 
coming of the Lord spoken of is a Personal coming, and the 
circumstance of pomp and shouting by which it will be iittended, 
leave still less reason to believe it will take place secretly ; but 
be on the contraiy as plainly visible to all men as ^'the lightning^^ 
which illumines both the heavens and the earth. (Matt. xxiv. 
27.) So that, in addition to the agonizing certainty of their own 
impending misery, the wretched apostates will have the cruel 
torture of beholding the glorified forms, and countenances radiant 
with joy, of the unnumbered millions of those whose faith and 
hope, if they have not ridiculed it, they have not cared to imitate 
and follow. Tor this is the Pirst Kesurrection of the mighty 
arniies of the faithful, who shall for a brief moment be seen 
covering the face of the earth and then ascending to where their 
Lord and Master (visihhj to all) awaits their arrival before com- 
pleting the destruction of the apostasy ; and in them will be ful- 
£llcd the promise, '* Only icith thine eyes si. alt thou behold and 
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see the reward of the wicked ; and again, *' When the wicked 
are cut off, thou shalt see it,^^ (Ps. xci. 8, and xxxvii. 34.) 

From generation to generation, for nearly nineteen centuries, 
have these rewards, and these and other yet more fearful and 
eternal ]^umshmcnt8, been placed before the eyes of those who have 
found, and still find, the lies of Satan more influential than the 
promises of God ; and so, it is declared to us, it will be to the 
end. Of the utter unpreparedness of imbelief, the Lord warns 
us in the words, "As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be 
also in the day^ of the Son of man ; they did eat, they drank, 
they married wives, and were given in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered the ark, and knew not, until the flood came and 
destroyed them all ! Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot ; 
they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, 
they builded ; but in the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, 
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 
Even thus shall it be when the Son of man shall be 
BEVEALED." (Lukc xvii. 26 — 30). 

It is written above, that " the^ knew not .'" How can this be, 
since we are expressly told that Noah forewarned them of what 
impended ? That fact has its exact parallel now. They who 
refuse to hear, of course cannot know ; and they who disregard 
the warning, owe the catastrophe to the folly which they miscall 
" wisdom.'* 
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THE EESTOMTION OF ISRAEL. 



" Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the Sun for a light by day, and 
the ordinances of the Moon and of the Stars for a light by night ; which 
divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar ; The Lord of Hosts is His 
name; If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the Lord, then 
the seed of Israel shall cease from being a nation before Me for ever. 
Thus saith the Lord, If heaven above can be measured, and the founda- 
tions of the earth be searched out beneath, I also will cast off the 
Children of Israel for all that they have done, saith the Lord." — Jerewiah 
xxxi. 35—37. 
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THE RESTOEATION OF ISRAEL. 



I. 

" After two days mil He revive us : in the third day He will 
raise us up^ and we shall live in His sights — ^Kosea. vi. 2. 

** Me shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root : Israel 
shall hhssom and hud, and fill the face of the world with fruit. ^* — 
Isaiah xxvii. 6. 

The two days assigned at once to the spiritual death of 
Israel and the probation of the Gentiles are rapidly passing 
away; but by many and ''terrible things in righteousness" 
(Psalm Ixv.) will He answer the Jewish people, before the 
<2oming of the "third day'* spoken of byHosea; the circum- 
stances of which culminating in the establishment in the midst 
of them of the sanctuary of God for evermore, may be learned 
from the thirty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel. Their existing 
position and deliverance from it are thus described : " Then He 
«aid unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel : behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is 
lost : we are cut off for our parts. Therefore prophesy and say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord God ; behold, my people, I 
will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your 
graves, and will bring you into the land of Israel. . . . And 
wiU put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live ; and I will place 
you in your own land ; then shall ye know that I the Lord have 
spoken it and performed it, saith the Lord. (Verses 11 — 14.) 

The Jews, nationally considered, having rejected the Lord 
Jesus, the Gospel of the grace of God, though freely tendered to 
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individuals of that people, is addressed rather to the Gentiles : 
to those, that is, who were so termed in contradistinction to the 
Jews, in the days of the Eoman Empire. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that the future of God's ancient people is so little re- 
ferred to, and that only as it were incidentally, in the pages of 
the New Testament. But though few, those references are full 
of meaning and of implied promise in their respect. 

One may be gathered from the words of the Lord, when 
bewailing the blind obduracy of the Jews. Immediately fol- 
lowing the words expressive of their present condition — *' Behold, 
your house is left unto you desolate," He said, "For behold I say 
unto you. Ye shall not see me henceforth," till ye shall say^ 
** Blessed is He who cometh in the name of the Lord." Whence 
it is at least implied that such a time may yet come. 

Again. ** Ye are they which have continued with me in my 
temptations, and I appoint unto you a kingdom . . . that ye 
may . . .sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel," 
(Luke xxii. 29, 30) ; from which promise to the Apostles the 
future gathering together of those tribes, as in days of old, may 
be distinctly implied. 

But in the Epistle to the Komans it is declared that the 
restoration of Israel is a predetermined purpose of God ; and we 
gather that it will be brought about by means of a contingency 
similar to that by which the Gentiles were grafted into the olive 
tree of God ; namely, as the latter obtained that mercy through 
its rejection by the Jews, even so will the Jews be grafted in 
again, because of its being put from them by the Gentiles. 

That Epistle was addressed to Rome, as the representative 
head of the heathen or Gentile world. In it, therefore, the 
Apostle has more fully explained the Gospel than in his Epistles 
to minor Churches ; and in it alone he enters on the subject of 
the future, both of the Gentile and Jewish races, keeping them 
carefully before us as distinct peoples, which are not to be 
amalgamated or confoimded with one another. (See Numbers 
xxiii. 9.) It is in the eleventh chapter that the Apostle deals 
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with this important subject, and his teaching may be summed 
up in two broad lines. 

First, with regard to the Gentiles, that they are not to be 
puffed up, as though for any especial merit of their own God 
had turned from His ancient people to them, but rather fear, 
lest, as He spared not the Jews for their unbelief," He may also 
have occasion to deal with themselves in the same way and for 
the same reason. For, says the Apostle, " if thou continue not 
in His goodness thou also shalt be cut off/' 

This warning is addressed to the Gentiles as a body ; time will 
shew whether the bastard Christianity which characterises it, be 
a ** continuance in that goodness J^ Secondly, with regard to the 
Jews, that God has not cast them utterly away, neither have 
they irrecoverably stumbled. On the contrary, they but labor 
under temporary blindness (during which God has turned to the 
Gentiles) which blindness- will be permitted to continue, only 
until they of that race who are ordained to eternal life, (the 
fulness or full number of the Gentiles) shall have come in ; and 
that when that number is complete, " there shall come out of 
Zion the Deliverer, and He shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob," and so *'all Israel shall be saved.'' 

The consequence to the earth from pole to pole, compared with 
that which has been the foreseen result of the preached Gospel, 
is thus intimated in the 15th verse, *'Ifthe casting away of 
them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
of them be but life from the dead ? " This, we may suppose, will 
result from the vastly greater energy of the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit in the days when Israel shall fill the face of the 
world with fruit ; and by their instrumentality *' the knowledge 
of the Lord shall fill the earth as the waters cover the sea." 

The Scriptures thus referred to are suficiently clear ; but it is 
obvious that from those of the Old Testament alone we can 
expect to see the subject of Israel's restoration placed before us 
with all its attendant circumstances. 

In the 40th to the 48th chapters of Ezekiel two subjects are 
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brought into especial prominence, which, as it cannot be pre- 
tended they have been fulfilled in their past, must, (for the 
Scripture cannot be broken) be legitimate objects of the future 
expectation of the Jews. The first relates to a city and temple, 
the second to a re-distribution of the Holy Land among the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Let us glance at the latter of these before the 
first named. 

That ordained re-distribution of the land differs wholly jBrom 
the division of it made by Joshua. I^ot only is the then position 
of the tribes in respect to each other entirely changed, but their 
portions are to run in orderly succession in lines from east to 
west, at right angles to*" the map from north to south, that is 
from top to bottom. (A glance at the annexed diagrams will 
shew this.) 

But besides this, the Priests and Levites who in former days 
had no inheritance, but were scattered throughout the tribes, 
are in future to be collected in two bodies around the temple. 
This is no longer to be in the city, but in the priest's portion ; 
and the city, which is to stand within the precincts of the holy 
oblation of land, will be distant some miles from the sanctuary. 
This holy oblation of land is to be a square of more than fifty 
miles, two-fifths of which in breadth from north to south are to 
be for the priests and temple precincts; two-fifths for the 
Levites ; and the remaining fifth for the site of the city, its 
suburbs, and adjacent fields. 

So large a portion of the land given to these purposes, seems 
to corroborate the inference from other parts of the Scriptures, 
that multitudes of the Israelites will then, as now, habitually 
reside in various parts of the globe, but with widely different 
ohfects. 

Another remarkable particular in this plan, is that which pro- 
vides for the future prince of Israel. His portion is to flank, (so 
to speak), the possessions both of the priests, Levites, and city, 
embracing all the land on either side of the holy oblation, as 
shewn in the diagram. 
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The city is to be situated in the midst of a strip of land, to 
the south of the Levites' portion, of the same length as theirs, 
(fifty miles) but of only half the breadth, (ten miles). It is to 
be four square, each side more than nine miles long.* The land 
on each side of it is to serve for fields for the " food of those who 
serve the city." (xlviii. 18.) 

They who believe the Scriptures to be the Word of God, and 
are therefore not prepared to say that by the mouth of His 
prophet He has given all these minute directions, while He has 
had no intention that they should be fulfilled, will agree that if 
they have not yet been so, they will certainly in due time be 
carried into effect. To such the fact that ^'it is written ^^ will 
be an all-sufficient guarantee of its accomplishment. 

But that none of these things have hitherto been fulfilled is 
undeniable ; for, in the first place, no such division of the land 
was either effected, or possible, on the return of the Jews from 
Babylon, since up to the period of the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Romans, the Samaritan strangers were in undisturbed 
possession of those parts of it, in which they had been settled by 
the Assyrian monarchs. 

Secondly, no such city or temple has been constructed by 
the Jews. Per if we admit what Mr. Bennet asserts, f that the 
sanctuary destroyed by the Eomans was built on the model of 
that of Ezekiel, yet as it stood in the city and upon the site of 
the first temple, it did not answer to the circumstances of the 
temple of Ezekiel ; besides which the one has perished, while 
of the other it is written that it shall endure. 

There were also other departures from the directions of the 
prophet, which Mr. Bennet himself accounts for by saying there 

* These estimatea are loosely calculated by the length of Ezekiel's 
reed given in Bibles. But Mr. Bennet gives twelve feet as its length, 
according to which the distances would be greater. (See " The Temple 
of Ezekiel/* by Solomon Bennet, R.A., of Berlin, 1824. 14, Panton- 
street, Haymarket, and M. Solomon, 11, Pall Mall.) 

t " The Temple of Ezekiel,'* p. 9. 
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was not room to carry them out.* But this admission alone 
strikes at the root of his theory : for since it is not imaginable 
that He who inspired those instructions, forgot that there was 
not space to carry them into effect, on the site of the Temple of 
Solomon, it remains that they could have no reference to it. 

Then again the city destroyed by Titus answered in no one 
respect to that described by the prophet. 

From which circumstances it results that both city and temple 
remain to le constructed. That they are also to be final, the 
last, that is, the Jews will build on the earth, is to be gathered 
from the time and circumstances connected with them. The 
time, as we learn from the 37th chapter, will be that of the 
final re-settlement of Israel in the land ; the circumstances, those 
of their glory, when, namely, the city shall be called after Him 
whose presence will be in it, "Jehovah Shammah," (the Lord 
is there) and their temple, " The place of the throne of God, 
where He will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel fob 
EVER." (xxxvii. 21 — 28 ; xliii. 7 ; xlviii. 35.) 

But if the temple of Ezekiel be final, it is manifest that it is 
the same as that which is spoken of by the prophet Isaiah in the 
second chapter, and by Micah in his fourth chapter; for that 
they all speak of a final temple is evident frt)m the agreement 
among them in respect of the consequences of its establishment. 
Por, as we cannot conceive of any of those outbreaks of human 
violence which have heretofore desolated the earth with wars 
and bloodshed, while God has been in a manner absent from it, 
being for a moment possible when He is present, as declared by 
Ezekiel, so we find the two other prophets in almost the same 
words, foretelling the deliverance of the earth from those curses^ 
as both arising out of and accompanying, that personal reign of 
the Lord and establishment of the temple, as the place of annual 
resort for worship of all nations. (Zech. xiv. 16 — 21.) 

"The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem. And it shall come to pass in the last 

* The Temple of Ezekiel, pp. 103—105. 
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days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be exalted 
above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it. And many 
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and He will 
teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths : for out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. And He shall judge among the nations, and shall 
rebuke many people, and they shall beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks : nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more." The words of Mieah are almost word for word the 
same. 

By the " mountain of the Lord's house *' the temple is to be 
understood; all other mountains and hills over which it is to be 
exalted, refer to the remaining centres of merely human rule — 
the kingdoms, namely, of the world, over all of which Jerusalem 
will be the head and centre of authority. 

It can scarcely be needful to expose the egregious mistake of 
any system which pretends that this prophecy was fulfilled in 
the so-called wholesale '* conversion " of nations in past days ! 
In the first place, they never were converted at all, — and, in 
the second, wars — so far from ceasing — have been, and to this 
day are, of more continuous occurrence than ever, since the 
" conversions " in question ; and in place of not " learning war 
any more^^ the art of destruction of man by man was at no time 
more assiduously studied than now. 

But if the city described by Ezekiel is to be the future capital 
of the Jews, what is to become of the ancient and even yet 
existing Jerusalem, the centre at once of so many glorious and 
shameful memories ? 

It is not easy to say ; for while, on the one hand, we cannot 
conceive that so illustrious a city as that of the Prophet — 
illustrious whether from its magnitude, (a square of nine miles,) 
from the dedication of each of its twelve gates, to one of the 
Tribes of Israel, and, above all, from the presence of the ^q^ 
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of the Lord, can be destined for anything less than the capital 
city of the people of God ; yet, on the other hand, there is no 
room to doubt, from Jer. xxxi. 38 — 40, andZech. xiv. 10, 11, that 
the ancient city will still stand where it does. 

The diflS-culty is, perhaps, more apparent than real ; for if we 
believe that the name announced by Ezekiel was but in fulfilment 
of the promise a hundred years before given by Isaiah Ixii. 2, 
" And thou shalt be called by a jN'ew I^ame, which the mouth 
of the Lord shall name,'' it is easy to see that the site of the old 
and new cities may be the same, and that it may be called by 
its old or new name, accordingly as the memories and history 
of the past contrast or blend with the peace and glory of the 
present. 

Besides, there want not reasons to conclude, as will be seen 
by-and-bye, that Jerusalem, if not utterly destroyed, will be at 
least in a very dilapidated condition when its death struggle 
shall have passed away from it. Thus, in Rev. xi. 13, we read 
of an earthquake by which a tenth part of it falls, and the still 
more terrible consequence of the Lord's descent in anger, — but 
for the deliverance of "Jacob in his hour of extreme trouble," 
(Jer. XXX. 7) as described in Zech. xiv. 4, 5, suggest the more 
than probability, that but little of the ancient town will remain. 
For it is written (ver. x.), ** And all the land shall be turned as 
a plain from Geba (in the north), to Rimmon south of Jerusalem," 
which will doubtless necessitate an entire re-construction of the 
city, and then the model of Ezekiel will be followed. 



II. 

*' TFTien the Lord shall build up Zion, Se shall appear in His 
glory. ''^ — Ps. cii. 16. 

Before entering upon the subject of those terrible events which 
are destined to be the precursors of the restoration of Israel to 
their forfeited position as the people of God, let us, in order to 
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complete the view of that restoration, consider the manner of its 
being brought about, by the appearing of the Lord in glory. 

That forms the especial subject of the fourteenth chapter of 
the Prophet Zechariah ; but it will not be irrelevant to it if we, 
in the first place, glance at those parts of prophecy which have 
been so signally fulfilled in the past destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the present existence in dispersion of the Jewish people. 
For these are, as it were, the voice of God assuring us, that 
like as His words have been literally accomplished in those 
events, even so are they guarantees to us that whatever, whether 
for weal or woe. He has declared by the mouth of His prophets 
shall still come to pass in the history or experience of His ancient 
people will be as certainly and circumstantially accomplished, as 
the predicted events of their past have been. 

The Prophet Daniel intimates the connection between the 
rejection of the Messiah and destruction of the city, but speaks 
less clearly (or our translators have made him appear to do so) 
of the condition of the Jews themselves, consequent upon its 
demolition. The angel had said, " Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people, and upon thy holy city to finish the transgression." 
As, therefore, all that related to the city must have been com- 
pleted at its destruction, it follows that the rest of his words 
must refer to the state of the people up to the time when their 
transgression is finished. It is of this, therefore, he speaks as a 
condition of desolation which is to continue up to a period termed 
** the end of the war." These are the words : " And the people 
of the Prince who shall come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary ; and the end thereof shall be with a flood ; and until 
the end of the wwr desolations are determined^ The last paragraph 
describes the state of the Jews consequent upon the removal of 
Jerusalem. (Dan. ix. 26.) 

But the words of the Lord throw perfect light on those of the 
Prophet, because they intimate both the condition of the Jews 
as we see them at this day, and the period of the ending of it. 
**They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led 
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away captive into all nations ; and Jerusalem shall be trodden 

down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles he fulfilled J ^ 

(Luke xxi. 24.) 
This, therefore, is the position of both the city and people — 

they are awaiting the period when, in the counsels of God, the 

"Times of the Gentiles" have been fulfilled; the arrival of 

which will bring with it the fulfilment of all the glorious 

promises to which they are heirs. 

The words of the prophets Micah and Daniel, as well as of the 

Lord, all relate to that destruction of Jerusalem which was 

effected by the Roman armies under Titus ; but there is a great 

difference observable in their mode of viewing it. 
Micah pauses not over the desolations, but seems wholly taken 

up with the glories of the hereafter temple and of the peace and 

happiness of the earth, (iii. 12; iv. 1 — 8.) 

Daniel, on the other hand, seems overwhelmed with sorrow 

and dismay at sight of the troubles through which his much- 
loved people have to pass before they reach the goal of their 
ultimate blessedness. 

But the Lord points at once to the period of the troubles of 
Israel, and to the means by which it will be attained — ^for the 
ending of *' the times of the Gentiles " furnishes both. 

But since the last verse of Micah iii. was fulfilled in the 
destructions wrought 1800 years ago, and the next chapter 
begins with the final re-establishment of the city and temple, 
not yet accomplished, it follows that we are to understand a 
Pause, as occurring between those chapters. Its nature is that 
of total cessation, in its interim, of God's dealings with the 
Jews as a people ; and it is fiUed in, as we learn from the words 
of the Lord, and embraces, the entire Gospel-period, or times, 
which have been allotted to the probation of the Gentiles, and 
which is to last until they have run their appointed course — 
until, that is, they " are fulfilled." 

There is, therefore, so close a connection between the restoration 
of Israel and the blow by which Apostate Christianity (which is 
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a recurrence to the principles of Heathen or Gentile philosophy) 
is to be cut off, that the two subjects are well-nigh inseparable, 
and are spoken of in the same breath by the Prophets. Thus, 
in the third chapter of Joel, '* For behold in those days, and at 
that time, when I shaU bring back the captivity of Judah and 
Jerusalem, I wiU also gather all nations, and wiU bring them 
down into the valley of Jehosaphat, and will plead with theip. 
there for my people and for my heritage of Israel, whom they 
have scattered among the nations, and parted my land.'' 

As indisputably no such gathering of all nations for punish- 
ment at the hand of God (for that is what is meant by "pleading 
with them") in the valley of Jehosaphat has ever yet had place, 
it must be future. So, too, the oppression of the Jews, spoken 
of in the verses following, which befal them when returned to 
Palestine. It will be seen, when we treat of their final revolt 
from the future Head of Gentile power, as the time of their 
bitter tribulation draws towards its close, that the Jews will 
suffer the utmost persecution at His hands. 

Perhaps we are to understand this revolt as the cause of that 
Proclamation which we read in verses 9 — 14: "Proclaim ye 
this among the Gentiles: Prepare war, wake up the mighty 
men, let all the men of war draw near ; let them come up. Beat 
your plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into spears; 
let the weak say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves, and come, 
all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: 
thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, Lord. Let the 
heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehosaphat : 
for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put 
ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe : come, get you down ; 
for the press is full, the fats overflow ; for their wickedness is 
great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision : for 
the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. The sun 
and moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their 
shining. The Lord shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice 
from Jerusalem ; and the heavens and the earth shall shake : but 

n 
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the Lord shall be the hope of His people, and the strength of 
the children of Israel." 

In the sixteenth chapter of the Eevelation, verses 13 and 14, 
we are shewn the nature of the agency by which the above 
proclamation is made effectual to the calling of the Apostates* 
to judgment. Eut in its nineteenth chapter we have at once a 
counter proclamation, intimating but too clearly the fate of the 
Oentile hosts, in verses 17 and 18: "And I saw an angel 
standing in the sun, and he cried with a loud voice, saying to 
aU the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven. Come ye and 
gather yourselves together unto the supper of the Great Gk)d, 
that ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and 
the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them 
that sit upon them, and the flesh of all men, free and bond, 
both small and great:" and in the following verses we are told 
of the total destruction of the Gentile Hosts. 

Again, we find the two subjects placed in the same close 
connection in the Prophet Zechariah: "Behold I will make 
Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people that are round 
about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and 
Jerusalem. And at that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome 
stone for all people : all that burden themselves with it shall be 
cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered 
together against it. . . . And it shall come to pass in that 

* The New Testament divides mankind into two classes, Jews and 
Gentiles, i.e.. Heathen. They of the latter race, to whom the Gospel 
has been ineffectually offered, remain, therefore, in the sight of Gk>d, and 
are spoken of in the Scriptures as Heathen. But the Apostasy seems 
to form a third class, distinct from the Tares, in that they openly reject 
** the Son of God,** while they of the latter description are content to 
appear to belong to the field. (See Matt. xiii. 30.) They hate only what 
they term " extreme opinions,* and keep what they believe the happy 
medium— of which it is written, *^ So, then, because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, 1 will ^ue thee out of my mouth." (Eev. iii. 
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day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against 
Jerusalem." (xii. 2, 3, 9.) It can scarcely be needful to say, 
that since God, at no past siege of Jerusalem, " of all the nations 
of the earth " interfered for its preservation, it must be still 
future. This Prophet was present at the re-building of the 
Temple and City after the Babylonian captivity ; and both were 
destroyed by Titus. (Compare Zech. i. 1 with jN'ehem. xii. 16.) 
It may be remarked that if the mwrginal reading of the second 
verse (given above as in the text) be correct, the '* he " referred 
to in it as present at the siege, can be only the Antichrist. 

But in the fourteenth chapter of Zechariah we have full details 
of that future siege of Jerusalem, of its capture by the Gentiles, 
and of the sudden and totally unexpected appearance of the Lord 
in His glory for the deliverance of those not yet massacred by 
the brutal captors; a rescue which seems to come when all 
thought of resistance has been abandoned, and the city given 
up to the vile excesses of the conquerors. 

*' Behold the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be 
divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all nations 
against Jerusalem to battle ; and the city shall be taken, and 
the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half the city 
shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall 
not be cut off from the city. Then shall the Lord go forth, and 
fight against those nations, as when He fought in the day of 
battle. And His feet shall stand, in that day, upon the Mount 
of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount 
of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof, toward the east and 
toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and 
half the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of 
it toward the south. And ye shall flee to the valley of the 
mountains. . . . yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from 
before the earthquake in the days of ITzziah king of Judah. 
And the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with 
thee." (Zech. xiv. 1 — 5.) 

This is that second coming of the Lord Jesus for which we look. 
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As respects the Jews, their hour of blindness, will pass away for 
eyer when they behold him, as it is written in the twelfth chapter 
of the same prophet. "And they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one moumeth for 
his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in 
bitterness for his first-bom. In that day shall there be a great 
mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in. 
the valley of Megiddon." (verses 10, 11.) 

From that day forth "the times of the Gentiles," so far as 
their dominion over the earth is concerned, will have passed 
away for ever, as it is written, "And the Lord shall be king over 
the earth : in that day there shall be one Lord, and His name 
one." (xiv. 9.) And Israel will succeed to the headship of the 
entire globe, under the Lord, as it is written : " And thou, 
tower of the flock, the stronghold of the daughter of Zion, unto 
thee shall it come, even the first dominion ; the hingdom shall come 
to the daughter of Jerusalem." (Micah iv. 8.) The 49th chapter 
of Isaiah, from the 14th verse to the end, should be pondered in 
this place. It takes up the history of promise to Israel, from the 
time of the cutting off of the Jews during this dispensation, and 
traces its renewed flowing in their favour, until they are seen, in 
the 23rd verse, exalted above all earthly power. 

This is the kingdom for which the Lord bade us pray, in the 
words, " Thy kingdom come." It is that reign of the Lord over 
all the earth, in which peace and happiness will be universal, 
and during which the earth itself, " delivered from the bondage 
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God," 
" the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them, 
and the desert shall blossom as the rose ; it shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing." "And the 
fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely, for them that 
are escaped of Israel." (Isa. xxxv. and iv.) 
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III. 



" You only have 1 known of all the families of the earth : there- 
fore I will punish you for all your iniquities, ^^ — Amos iii. 2. 



Having thus contemplated the ultimate deliverance of Israel, 
VT^e are now to take a widely different view of those circum- 
stances which, though overruled to so happy an end, are, before 
it is reached, destined to work to the Jews woes hitherto 
xmparalleled in the history of mankind. (Matt. xxiv. 21, 22.) 

It is a necessary conclusion from the Scriptures already eited, 
that the Jews are to regain a settlement in their own land. "We 
do not, indeed, know under what circumstances this will occur, 
but the united voices of the prophets of the Old and Kcw Testa- 
ments refer to, and treat it as the fact upon which the future of 
Israel turns ; and they speak as they were moved by Him who 
both sees events as they will occur, and " calleth those things 
which be not as though they were.'' (Rom. iv. 17.) 

Of one thing we may be sure, namely, that when the time 
comes, the Holy Land will again be as densely peopled as in its 
best days. The natural love of the Jew for the land of his 
fathers, would, apart from any other influence, guarantee their 
eager return when once the barrier to it is removed ; but other 
influences will, the Scriptures assure us, be superadded to those 
of nature for the purpose of assembling together in a body all 
those Jews, at least, who are scattered throughout Christendom. 
To this effect speaks the Prophet Jeremiah, " Behold, I will send 
for many fishers, and they shall fish them ; and after I will send 
for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, 
and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. For mine 
«ye8 are upon all their ways : they are not hid from my face, 
neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes. And, first I will 
recoinpense their iniquity and their sin douhle^ (Jer. xvi. 16 — 18.) 
The latter paragraph sufficiently indicates the object of their 
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being regathered ; and we have seen that at some point of time, 
after their being so settled there, some cause will move the whole 
body of nations of the Gentiles to resolve upon the utter extermi- 
nation of the Jewish race. "We shall see, by-and-bye, the motive 
which actuates them ; but must, in the meanwhile, deal with the 
declaration that they will be so gathered, by the immediate 
action of the hand of the Lord ; for it is written, ** / will gather 
all nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be 
taken," etc. (Zech. xiv. 2.) 

If one of the purposes to be effected by that gathering be the 
punishment of those nations, it is no less certain that it is also 
for that of the race of Israel, for in the two last verses of the 
chapter which precedes that above cited, it is written that no 
less than two-thirds of the whole of the regathered Jews shall be 
swept from the face of the earth. " And it shall come to pass 
that in all the land two parts therein shall be cut off and die, but 
the third shall be left therein : And I will bring the third part 
through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and 
will try them as gold is tried ; and they shall call upon my 
name, and I will hear them : I will say, It is my people : and 
they shall say. The Lord is my God." (Zech. xiii. 8, 9.) 

It must be owned that the destruction of all but so small a 
remnant of the Jews, and the bitter tribulation through which 
even that remnant will have to pass, seems to be that expression 
of the indignation and wrath of God, of which Ezekiel also 
speaks in chap. xxii. 17 — 29: "The house of Israel is to me 
become dross .... they are even the dross of silver. There- 
fore thus saith the Lord God ; Because ye are all become dross, 
behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. 
As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into 
the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it ; so 
will I gather you in mine anger and my fury, and will leave you 
there and melt you." 

But if the Lord will thus. Himself, so gather the nations 
againat Jerusalem, as to make them, in the first instance, the 
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infitanmieiits of His vengeance on the Jews, and afterwards involye 
those nations also in the extremity of His wrath, it foUows that 
there will at that time be some great sin, common to, or shared 
by, both Jews and Gentiles, which He will then visit unsparingly 
upon both ! And in what does that sin consist? Can there be 
a doubt of the reply ? 

Por if it be true, as the Scriptures aver, that the long suffering 
patience of God, though now permitting the existence of evil, has 
fixed a day, on which it shall be removed from His sight for ever, 
—if He will, in that day, visit with eternal punishment every 
creature in whom evil shall be found to remain ; while, on the 
other hand, He has propounded a way — a sole way — by which 
alone the consequences of that evil can be avoided, and all its 
defilement perfectly cleansed ; if again it has cost Him more to 
provide that way of escape from the penalties of sin, than the 
human mind can possibly grasp or measure— even that of laying 
upon His only-begotten Son the shame and punishment of the 
sins of the race of Adam, and yet it is treated by them for whose 
salvation it has been done, with indifference, aversion, or undis- 
guised mockery and contempt, is it possible to conceive that they 
can escape who neglect or spurn so great salvation ! Kay, is it 
not written with especial reference, both to the day of retribu- 
tion, and to the way of deliverance from it, that God " will 
render to every man according to his deeds . . , , to them that 
are contentiom and do not ohey the truths hut ohey unrtyhteotcsness, 
indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul 
of man that doeth evil " ? (Rom. ii. 6 — ^9.) 

But these denunciations are addressed to the Gentiles ! 

And shall the children of Abraham, who share in the guilt, 
hope to fare better than they ? Shall they who for centuries 
past, have been, and still remain, in open, contemptuous rejec- 
tion of Him, of whom it has been witnessed by the " two or 
three witnesses'' which their own law declares sufficient to 
establish a matter, that God spake from heaven, saying, '^ This is 
my beloved Son, hear Him ;" shall they hope to escape the wrath 
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of their justly offended God? Wliat has Moses said of tlie 
indwidiml respomibility of the rejecters of Christ? "I will 
raise them up (said God to Moses) a prophet, from among their 
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak all that I shall command him; and it 
shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken to my 
words which He shall speak in my name / will require it of 
him" 

This is the sin of the Jews, this the Father's controversy with 
them, even their rejection of Him whom Moses in the law, David 
in the Psalms, and the prophets in all their utterances, constantly 
kept before the minds of their fathers, and whose sin they have 
adopted and immeasurally added to, both by their obstinate refusal 
to see why, and in fulfilment of whose words they remain to this 
day an expatriated and dispersed race ; and by their astounding 
perverseness in refusing to set their hearts to the inquiry, ""Why 
has God passed their own Scriptures into the hands of alien races 
of men, and why to the wise and good of these, throughout the 
ages of tJmr blindness, Christ is so plainly revealed ; while to 
themselves He remains, just what the Prophet said He would, 
'* despised and rejected?" (Isa. liii.) "We can therefore under- 
stand why they are termed "the dross of silver," that, namely, 
which must pass through fire, to consume what is worthless, and 
so separate it from that which remain of the pure metal ; and to 
this end, and for the foregoing causes, God will gather the 
nations against Jerusalem, and there pour out His wrath upon 
all, both Jew and Gentile, who have concurred in the rejection 
of His only-begotten Son. 

For it is evident that the Jews will go back to Jerusalem in 
their present state of unbelief, since it is not until subsequent to 
their deliverance, that those who escape (the spared remnant) 
will look on Him whom they have pierced, and mourn for Him. 
(Zech. xii. 9—14.) 

The Scriptures do not inform us how long the Jews, after their 
return, wiU be permitted to remain in quiet possession of the 
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land, indifferent to, and in unbelief of, the consequences, of 
which it is the precursor. But they speak plainly of an event 
which, when it takes place, will be as the first pale streak of 
light in the East, the sure forerunner of the coming day. 

It will be remembered that the disciples, in spite of all that 
their Lord had so diligently taught them of the terrible events 
which were to precede and accompany His return to the earth 
in the clouds of heaven, (Matt. xxiv. 15 — 41), in spite too of His 
contemptuous rejection by their nation, yet after His crucifixion^ 
and resurrection, they, with curious inconsequence and perti- 
nacity, asked Him, " Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel ? " So deeply rooted in the Jewish mind was 
the notion, that the coming of the Messiah could have but that 
one end in view. Neither their thoughts, nor those of the 
nation, had grasped the plain intimation of the 53rd of Isaiah that 
He must first come as the accepted, yet rejected sin offering; 
accepted of God, yet rejected of the Jews themselves. Hence 
the national repudiation of Christ ; hence, also, they still look for 
the coming of One, in whom their own carnal expectations shall 
be fulfilled — as they will be to the letter. 

It is to this the Lord referred in the words, '* I am come in 
my Father's name, and ye receive me not : when another shall 
come in his own name, him ye shall receive." (John v. 43.) * 

Before entering on the subject of this coming, but false 
Messiah, who is destined to work so great evils to the Jews, as 
well as to the Gentiles,, let us consider the situation of the former, 

• When and shall, have been substituted for "if" and " vnlV* in the 
text, because they more truly render the design of the Lord's words, 
which is that of conveying a judicial consequence of their rejecting Him. 
The word translated "if" in the text, more properly means "when" and 
has been so rendered in 1 Cor. xiv. 16. " When thou shalt bless," etc. ; 
and in 1 John iii. 2, " We know that when He shall come again." " Shall " 
and "will " being equally expressive of the future, the choice between them 
should depend upon our understanding of what the speaker intended to 
convey. 
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since their dispersion; or, more properly, the attitude which 
Qod has maintained towards them since their rejection of Christ, 
and the consequent destruction of their city. 

On the part of the Jews it has been a position of helpless ex- 
clusion from all those ordinances of Divine worship, which are 
possible at Jerusalem alone ; while, on that of God, it has been 
a disowning of them as a people by the very act by which He 
deprived them of their nationality. By that same act He has 
jshut them out from all communion with Himself by sacrifice and 
offering. Nor could He have done otherwise consistently vnth 
His establishment of the Name of Jesus, as the alone "Way, 
whether of approach to the Father Almighty or of eternal life. 

But this is none other than the literal fulfilment of the third 
chapter of the Prophet Hosea. In its three first verses is shewn 
the adoption of the Gentiles (who are spoken of under the figure 
of " (m adultreas,^' because of their then existing commerce with 
idolatry), '*/or manj/ days,^^ in place of the Jews. The fourth 
verse shews the result to the latter people of their being so set 
aside or repudiated, " For the children of Israel shall abide mtmy 
days {thosBy namely, of the adoption of the Gentiles), vdthout a 
king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and vdthout 
an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim." This 
pourtrays exactly the position of the Jews for the last 1800 years, 
even since their dispersion. 

But the Prophet does not stop there. His gaze overleaps, as 
it were, all the years of the repudiation of his people, and fixes 
itself upon the period of its end — of that resurrection of which 
he speaks in his sixth chapter, in the words, ^^ After two days 
wiU He revive ms; in the third day He will raise us up, and we 
shall live in His sight."* It is to this third day the last verse 
of the third chapter refers, *' Afterwards (when the many days are 
ended) the children of Israel shall return, and seek the Lord 

* " But beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day with 
the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." 
^ JPeter iii. 8. 
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their God and David their king, and shall fear the Lord, and His 
goodness, m the latteb days." 

And it is of the wonderful events of these " latter dc^ys " that 
it is the province of the last verse of the ninth chapter of the 
Prophet Daniel to speak ; and to it a close attention is invited. 
The last verse, because all the provisions of the verses 
preceding it have been fulfilled, and it only remains to 
be 80. That chapter, from its twenty-fourth verse to the end, 
records the prophecy of the seventy weeks ; and as it has never 
been questioned that weeks of years are meant, nothing need be 
said to establish that fact. 

Now, the angel had said to Daniel, " Seventy weeks are deter- 
mined upon thy people, and upon thy Holy City," etc. This 
introduction places beyond dispute the fact that this prophecy 
concerns Jewish interests alone; that is, that it conveys an 
epitome of events which belong to the future of that people 
t^one, or did so from the time forward of its utterance. 

To what extent other peoples were to be concerned in, or bene- 
fited by, the events referred to, it is the province of other Scrip- 
tures to declare, but in this place the Jews and their city are 
alone dwelt upon. 

Premising that each week of the seventy consists of seven 
years, and the whole therefore to seven times seven, or 490 
years, it is to be observed — ^first, that the angel divides the 
whole period into three unequal parts ; namely, of seven, and of 
sixty-two weeks, leaving one week to complete the seventy 
nnmentioned, until he takes it up in the last verse of the chapter, 

Now, it is obvious that the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth 
verses belong wholly to the past, because the events which were 
to take place in the two first named periods of seven and of 
sixty-two weeks (in all 483 years) being the active history of the 
Jews from the rebuilding of the city, which had been demolished 
by Nebuchadnezzar, to its subsequent destruction by the Eomans 
under Titus and the consequent dispersion of the people, were 
fulfilled when these acts were brought to a close. 



76 

By " active history " is meant that of their national existence, 
which necessarily ceased from the moment of their dispersion. 

This being so, it is no less certain that the twenty-seventh 
verse, which takes up the events of the last week of the seventy, 
(a period of seven years only), resumes the active history of the 
Jews, and is therefore wholly future. Por it proceeds upon the 
assumption that they are resettled in Jerusalem, have rebuilt a 
temple, and are in exercise of so much of self-government as is 
implied by the entering into treaty with the " Prince who shall 
come ; " none of which circumstances belong now, or have since 
their dispersion belonged, to that people. 

It follows, therefore, that between the action of the twenty- 
sixth and that of the twenty-seventh verse, there is a hiatus;* 
another of those pauses, or cessation of action, already noted as 
existing between the events of the third and those of the fourth 
chapters of Micah. A pause, which (to the exclusion of the Jews) 
is filled in, on the one hand by the adoption of the Gentiles, and 
on the other by the prostration of Jerusalem, which will termi- 
nate only when "the times of the Gentiles '* are fulfilled. 

It may be noted that in speaking of the ruin of the city and 
temple, which was effected by the Eomans, the angel said it 
would be the work, not of the Prince, but of His people, which 
was literally fulfilled by the soldiery, and contrary to the will of 
Titus. 

But, "the Prince," who is yet to come, and who is referred to 
by the word "he,*' of the twenty-seventh verse, to intimate his 
being also a Prince of the Gentiles, is presented to us as the sole 
author of the evils which are to befall the Jews in the last seven 
years of their tribulation; for the time being future, all the actors 
in it must be so likewise. And it is He who will by-and-bye 
present himself to, and be received by, them as their Messiah. 

* It ia impossible to understand the prophetic writings unless these 
pauses are seen. One exists between the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth 
verses of Luke xxi. It is a leap over the whole events of Gentile history 
^o its last days. 
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The words of the angel are, " And he shall confirm the cove- 
nant with many for one week, and in the midst of the week he 
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease ; and upon the 
battlements shall be the idols of the desolator, even until the 
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the 
desolator." {Ma/rgin ch. ix. 27.) 

Bearing in mind that these words describe events which are 
to take place in Jerusalem, and in the last of the seventy weeks of 
of years, nothing can be more evident than that the Jews are 
contemplated as resettled there and in the habitual use of worship 
in their temple ; that they are induced to enter into treaty with 
this Prince, and to receive confirmation of, or assurance of pro- 
tection in, the free exercise of their religion. That he will, 
three years and a half afterwards, violate that treaty, and put an 
end to their worship — ^for such his act of causing the daily sacri- 
fice to cease amounts to — ^and that he will finally pollute the 
sanctuary; which state of things will continue until his own 
destruction. 

In introducing the mention of this evil being, the angel seems 
to use a sort of abruptness, which is perhaps to be accounted 
for by the supposition that the same individual has been so often 
spoken of before, or else in the same connection with Jewish 
interests, that the reader (as was doubtless the case with Daniel, 
who heard him speak) ought to perceive that the "he" of 
the 27th verse can be none other than the "A^" of the 8th 
chapter, who takes away the daily sacrifice, and of whose end it 
is written, " He shall be broken without hand." 

Following this clue by tracing it back through the 8th 
and 7th chapters, and forwards through the 11th, everywhere 
identifying the individual by the conduct attributed to him, and 
by the broad brand of his character, it becomes clear to us, as it 
was to Daniel, that throughout those chapters a studied 
prominence is given to one and the same person. We shall 
recognize him under the figures of the little horn of the 7th 
chapter, by whom three kingdoms of the Eoman earth are 



79 

subdued, who blasphemes the Most High, persecutes the saints ; 
whose period of action is three and a half years, but whose end 
is destruction; (chap. vii. 8, 11, 24, 25) ; we shall see in him the 
same "little horn" of the 8th chapter, re-introduced to show 
that it is in the East he will be manifested, in dangerous prox- 
imity to the Holy Land, (verses 9 — 12,) which he will defde by 
placing the abomination of desolation in the Temple, and taking 
away the daily sacrifice ; in him also the king of fierce coun- 
tenance and dark sayings — who shall prosper and practice, but who 
shall be broken without hand — and finally we shall recognize in 
him the ^^ vile person " of the 11th chapter, afterwards the king 
of blaspheming arrogance, who meets his end before the walls of 
Jerusalem. 

The Scriptures do not inform us of the motive which will lead 
the Jews to seek or accept that which has the appearance 
of protection from this king ; but as he will have risen to great 
power by the subjugation of no less than three of the ten king- 
doms of the earth, those namely, neighbouring upon the Holy 
Land, we may suppose that at the outset, mere motives of policy 
will dictate a course of action on the part of the Jews, which his 
schemes of annexation or aggrandizement would seem to render 
by no means uncalled for. 

The term of this agreement being defined as "/or one weekj"* 
and this, the last week of the seventy, naturally and necessarily 
embraces all lesser specifications of time mentioned in connection 
with the troubles of Israel in the book of Daniel; it does 
so became the Scripture haviny limited the future history of the 
Jews to this last seven yearsy all that befalls them must also neces- 
sarily occur within that period of time. They will doubtless 
do many things not noticed by the Scriptures, but they take no 
heed to those things, just as they note not the events which lead 
to the return of the Jews to Jerusalem. But the Scripture takes 
them up at a certain period after that return, and the period of 
their being so taken up is definitely marked by their treaty with 
^e AntichnBt ; and every act of his in Daniel which in any way 
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bears upon or refers to Israel, falls within that same period 
of seven years. 

Had this plain and simple truth been seen, the world would 
have been spared the folly and deceit of what is termed '^ the 
year-day system,*' a system which declares that where the Holy 
Spirit says days JETe means years. 

To this whole period of seven years therefore the 2,300 days 
of chapter viii. 14, belong. But as this interval does not cover 
the whole, but falls short of the seven years by no less than 
seven months and ten days, these latter may be placed partly to 
the account of a delay on the part of the king, occurring between 
his treaty with the Jews and his assumption of the Messiahship, 
and partly to the shortening of the time of persecution, agreeably 
to the Lord's promise in Mark xiii. 20. "We cannot hope to 
know this before the time. For three and a half years after the 
treaty nothing seems to disturb the Jews, or to shake their con- 
fidence in TTiTn in whom they have trusted ; but at its close (in 
the midst of the week) he will put a stop to the worship of God, 
(which has been resumed by them in their ancient way of sacri- 
fice and offering), possibly on the ground that these are no longer 
necessary, since He whom they prefigure is in presence among 
them. And doubtless the wonderful works by which he 
will sustain this assumption will be as convincing to the Jew as 
to the Gentile. He is described by Daniel as possessed of super- 
natural knowledge and power, "In the latter time of their 
kingdom," (that namely, of the successors of Alexander,) "when 
transgressors are come to their fiill, a king of fierce countenance, 
understanding dark sentences, shall stand up, and his power 
shall be mighty, hut not by his own power ; and he shall destroy 
wonderfully." (Chap. viii. 23, 24.) If these words seem 
indefinite, the Christian Scriptures which supplement them, are 
explicit enough, for from them we learn the source of his 
mighty power. The occasion is the same, though differently 
worded. In the above verse it is stated to be that of ^* the ful- 
ness of transgression,'^ while in 2 Thess. ii. 3 — 11 it is declared 
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to be contingent upon " the Apostasy,''^ at which time it is 
written, " And then shall that Wicked be revealed .... even 
him whose coming is after the working of Satan, with M power y 
and signs, and lying wonders, and all deceivableness of unright- 
eousness in them that perish, because they received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be saved. For this cause God 
shall send them strong delusion that they should believe a lie." 
The cause of this fearftd abandonment of men to the power 
of Satan, aided hy the Almighty energy of the judicially inflicted 
blinding influences of God himself, is explicitly stated to be the 
rejection of the love of Christ, who is "the teuth;" and as 
k will fall upon all who have so acted, will of course include 
Jew as well as Gentile. 

The pages of Daniel do not enable us to distinguish the 
time when the impostor will present himself to the Jews 
as their Messiah, j&x)m that in which he will proceed to the 
extremes summarily stated in the latter part of the 27th 
verse of the 9th chapter. But there is every reason to conclude 
that when he interrupts the worship of God by " causing the 
sacrifice and oblation to cease," (which will mark the entrance of 
the Jews into the last three and a half years of his rule, and at 
the same time the beginning of their great tribulation,) he will 
lose no time in the inauguration of another worship, even that of 
his own image. This act is both in the 8th and 9th chapters so 
obscurely worded, that we must refer to the 11th chapter and 
Slst verse for its more definite expression, which we there find 
thus recorded: "And arms shall stand on his part, and they 
shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the 
daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that 
maketh desolate." 

The construction of this verse clearly intimates the combined 
action of numbers of the people who side with the impostor, as 
it is written in the next verse, "and such as do wickedly against 
the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries " — ^those, apparently, 
who help him to trample upon the covenant which he' had con- 
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firmed for seven years. It is to this pollution of the Temple that 
the words of our Lord refer, and mark as still future, because the 
precursor of the great tribulation and of His return to the earth, 
in Matt. xxiv. 15 — 31: "When ye therefore shall see the 
abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth let him understand,)" 
etc., etc. And the Apostle Paul shews that one of its phases 
will consist in the fact that the impostor, '' as God, sitteth in the 
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God." Lastly, and to 
complete the picture, the thirteenth chapter of the Apocalypse 
reveals to us the crowning act, by which the words of Daniel and 
of the Lord will be fulfilled; namely, by placing in the holy 
place the statue or image of the "False One as an object of 
worship. 

"With reference to those who have believed that the desecration 
of the Temple offered by Antiochus or by Pompey, were fulfilments 
of that spoken of in Daniel ix. 27, it is only needful to point out 
that as these were offered to the building afterwards destroyed, hy 
the EornanSf they therefore belong to the second period of sixty- 
two weeks, and to the long past; whereas the twenty-seventh 
verse, being a prophetic — ^that is, anticipative — ^history of the 
last and seventieth week, is yet future, and refers to a temple 
not yet built, and to One not yet revealed ! Had the lucid and 
remarkable manner in which the seventy weeks are divided been 
better observed, that idea could never have gained currency. 

If we read in the words of the Lord just adverted to, that 
the pollution of the Temple will be the precursor of the great 
tribulation, it is not difficult, from those of Daniel, to see the 
causes which induce it ; for while it is written that the majority 
of the Jews will aid the impostor in all his views, it is in the 
same breath added, "But the people who do know their God 
shall be strong and do exploits. And they that understand 
among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall, by the 
sword and by flame, by captivity and by spoil, many days." 
(xi. 32, -33.) 
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These expressioiis leave no room to doubt that many of the 
Jews will be revolted by the last act of their hitherto fancied 
Messiah. They cannot foi^et the command of Moses : ^' Thou 
shalt not make unto thee .... the likeness of anything that is 

in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath Thou 

shalt not bow down thyself to them nor serve them." But it is 
also clear that they will take energetic action against him who 
has proposed this departure £rom the ^mdamental law of Gk)dy 
and tmceasingly expose his true character to all within their 
influence. And hence arises the great tribulation : "they shall 
fall by the sword and by flame, by captivity and by spoil." 

But it may be asked, How can any under so strong a delusion, 
be capable of feelings of revolt at anything which One to whom 
all power has been given, may think proper to require ? 

The explanation of this seeming anomaly is found in the pages 
of the Apocalypse, and is one of the many proofs which may be 
offered, that its pages and those of Daniel both relate to the 
self-same reign of terror. We know that, as a general principle, 
God has through all ages preserved to TTimself a remnant of His 
people, whom He has not suflered to bow the knee to Baal ; and 
we have seen in Zech.xiii. the promise that a third part of Israel 
shall be brought safely through the fiery trials of that time of 
woe ; but in the seventh chapter of the Apocalypse (which is 
emphatically a Christian record) we are, as it were, taken behind 
the scenes, and made to know the interest Israel has in the events 
of our own future, by the revelation of the secret instrumentality 
by which the remnant of the Jewish people will be preserved. 
It is by the sealing in their foreheads of a certain number out of 
each of the twelve tribes of Israel, and that with a view to this 
very juncture (see Bev. vii. 3, which forbids any harm to be done 
until they are first sealed). And these, though up to a certain 
point carried away by the general delusion, will not be permitted 
to fall into the deadly and unpardonable sin of worshipping an 
image. On the contrary, this requisition will finally and effectu- 
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ally open their eyes to the true character of the impostor, and to 
the nature of his pretensions; which they will resist to the death. 

And it cannot be doubted that the refusal of so large a body of 
the Jews to comply with his demands, will inaugurate those 
persecutions which, in their turn, will draw down the retributLve 
plagues from the Most High, upon those who do yield obedience 
to the impostor ; which, as to the manner of their infliction, 
may be learned in detail in the ninth and tenth chapters of the 
Apocalypse. 

Of the terrible and searching nature of the persecutive spirit 
which will then be evoked, nothing that has yet been experienced 
on earth can give us any adequate idea. Of this the Lord fore- 
warns us in the words — " Then shall be great tribulation, such 
as was not from the beginning of the world to this time ; no, nor 
ever shall be ; and except those days should be shortened, there 
should no flesh be saved ; but for the elect's sake those days shall 
be shortened." (Matt. xxiv. 21, 22.) That it will include 
Christians as well as awakened Jews there is not the least 
possible room to doubt. 

The duration of these persecutions is, in chaps, vii. 25 and 
zii. 7, expressly limited to three-and-a-half years : and this 
period is the same with that of the latter half of the seventieth 
week of years of chap. ix. 27 ; the era, namely, of the breach of 
the covenant, of which the savage cruelties which follow are but 
the results to those whose eyes are opened thereby. 

A perusal of the eleventh and twelfth chapters of the Apoca- 
lypse in this place, will afford flnal and convincing proof of the 
fact that its pages, no less than those of Daniel, refer to the self- 
same point of time, and shew also how closely the affairs of the 
Jews then become interwoven with those of the Gentiles. In 
the former of these chapters Jerusalem is pointed out as the 
especial seat of tribulation, and its duration is named as forty 
and two months, which is the precise period (three-and-a-half 
years) of " the midst of the week " of Daniel ix. 27. That 
tribulation of a severe nature is implied by the words ^^ and the 
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Holy City shall they (the GentUcs) tread under foot forty and 
two months," there can be no doubt. Jerusalem has ever been 
prostrated before the Gentiles, since the dispersion of the Jews ; 
but it cannot be in that general sense it is spoken of here ; tor 
before this final and limited period of abasement she will, as we 
have seen, have once more become independent. A breathing- 
time will have been allowed for the regathering of her people, 
until the evil hour shall come of their entering into covenant 
with " another who shall come in his own name." 

It is therefore of a renewed abasement of the city after the 
treaty with the Antichrist that the eleventh chapter speaks ; 
and it seems manifest that it is that which will result from the 
recusancy oi so large a body of its inhabitants, which will occur 
three-and-a-half years before the end, and will thus synchro- 
nize with the last half of the week of Daniel ix. 27. 

This same chapter of the Apocalypse offers also additional and 
important, evidence that Jerusalem will at that time witness the 
presence both of the Antichrist and of a gathered multitude of 
all nations on the occasion of the slaughter of the two witnessesi 
whom God will raise up, and whose testimony lasting the whole 
time of the final treading down of the city will end but a short 
time before its deliverance. 

In the last verse, which ought rather to have begun the twelfth 
chapter, this connection of Israel with the troubles of the latter 
days of the Gentiles is forcibly indicated by the introduction of 
the ark of God and by the events which follow its mention. The 
lightnings, voices, thunderings, earthquake, and terrible hail-stonn 
which accompany its coming into remembrance before Ck)d 
probably import not only the concern of Israel, but also that He 
is about to vindicate at length the cause of those to whom tiie 
ark was once the symbol and proof of His interest in them. 
Immediately following its introduction the expulsion fhmi 
heaven of Satan and his angels takes place, and next the prepara- 
tion of a place of refuge for a certain portion of the people of 
Ood, For that Jews are meant by the symbol of the woman, 
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seems evident from the facts, first that in Genesis xxxvii. 9 — 10 
the sun, moon, and stars, are the recognized emblem of the race 
of Israel ; amd secondly, because disappointed by their escape, the 
Devil turns his persecuting hand upon those " who have the 
testimony of Jesus Christ*' (and who have not fled) i.e. Chru- 
tiam. The duration of the flight of those signified by the 
woman is dmbly given, first as 1260 days (ver. 6) and then as 
" a time, times and half a time." The value of this double 
reference to the same interval is great ; first, because it estab- 
lishes beyond question the measure in days of the latter specifica- 
tion of time wherever it is found ; and secondly, because while 
it does so, it at the same time offers irrefragable proof by the 
adoption of the peculiar phraseology of Daniel, th§t He whose 
words they are, has in this further way intimated to us the 
oneness of the vision of that prophet with that of the Apocalypse. 

In what way, or under what circumstances the Jews find 
means as the end is close at hand to close the gates of the city to 
the impostor, we can only conjecture ; the fact that they will do 
80 is beyond doubt. Possibly its care may have been committed 
to those of that people who have always stood on his side, and 
that during his forced absence vrith the whole of his forces (of 
which we shall presently speak) they will be overpowered by 
the Jews within the city to whpm his true character has become 
exposed. 

Be this as it may, the final incidents are thus narrated in the 
eleventh chapter of Daniel, verses 40 — 45 : " And at the time of 
the end shall the king of the south push at him; and the king of 
the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, vrith chariots, 
and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter 
into the countries, and shaU overflow and pass over« He shall 
enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be 
overthrown. ... He shall stretch forth his hand also upon 
the countries : and the land of Egypt shall not escape. But he 
shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and 
over all the precious things of Egypt. . . . But tidings out 
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of the east and out of the north shall trouble him : therefore he 
shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make 
away many. And he shall plant the tabernacles offtis palaces 
between the seas in the glorious holy mountain ; yet he shall 
come to his end, and none shall help him." 

These verses shew, that as the end closes in, the Antichrist will 
be assailed by two kings, whose dominions are situate to the 
south and to the 'north of Jerusalem. But although the king of 
the south is first named, it seems clear that he will be dealt with 
last, because it is &om Eg3rpt, which is in the south, he is repre- 
sented as proceeding straight to meet his own destruction at 
Jerusalem ; and it is probably on the occasion of this expedition 
to the south that the revolt of the latter city will take place. 

As by the king of the north, none of those can be intended 
whose dominions formed provinces of the Eoman Empire, because 
these are all in willing accord with him, (see Itev. xvii. 13 — 
17) it must be one out of those limits. In chap. xii. 14 of the 
Apocalypse '' the woman " is represented as taking refoge under 
^^ the two wings of a great eagle," which Ezekiel teaches us is 
the emblem of sovereignty, (Ezek. xvii.) and in this instance of 
sovereignty independent of the Antichrist. Possibly therefore 
Eussia or Prussia will offer the nearest refuge from the tyranny 
of the impostor, for they were not embraced by the Empire ; and 
the fact of shelter having been accorded to the fugitives, may 
constitute in the tyrant's view 9k. ^^ casus helU^^^ which the king 
who is indicated as ''of the north," may think best to antici- 
pate by rushing at once to the encounter. 

£ut he wiU be discomfited ; and it is then that the conqueror 
proceeds to deal with the ki^g of the sotdi,^* by which it would 
seem that^Jigypt is meant ; but as it was a province of Bomey if 
it be found assailing the Antichrist, it must be from some sudden 
change in its policy which we cannot now understand. The 
words used in reference to the efforts of the two kings imply the 
possession and exercise of very different classes of power. For 
of the king of the north it is written, /'He shall come against him 
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like a whirlwinii with chariots, and with horsemen, and with 
many ships,'* while of him of the south it is merely said — "he 
shall push^l kim." 

The Anticluist is represented as having complefed the con- 
quest of Eg^t and engaged in despoiling it of its treasures, (43rd 
verse), when the receipt of evil tidings from the east and from 
the north trouble and infuriate him. Jerusalem is to the north 
of Egypt and Babylon to the east, and as he probifcds in the # 
first place to the former city, most probably the tidings of its 
revolt will then have reached him. 

And his arrival before its walls will inaugurate the fiual and 
terrible siege of Jerusalem prophesied of by the prophets Joel and • 
Zechariah, of which mention has been made in the second 
section of this paper. 

As these evil tidings from two separate quarters will reach him* 
when his forces will have been wasted by the two wars just 
brought to a conclusion, this will, we may suppose, lead to that 
summons to all his confederate kings and nations of which we 
read inKev. xvi. 13 — 16, and in full detail in Joel iii. 9 — 12, 
and when at length joined by the whole of the mignty forces of 
the Gentiles, the Antichrist will encamp before Jerusalem, he 
Mrill meditate nothing less than the utter extirpation ^f the 
Jewish name, or in the language of tbD 83rd Psalm, the voice of 
his thought will be — " Come, let us cut them oAfrom being a 
nation, that the name of Is^eynay bo no more in remembrance." 
But while " he shall shake his nand at the daughter of Zion, the 
hill of Jerusalem,'' an^ seem at the very height of success, it*€s ^ 
written, "Behold, the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, shali lop the 
bough with terror, ai^ the high oi^s of stature Aiall be^ewn 
down, and the haughty shall b# humloled." (Isaiah % 32, 33.) 

The result of this sie^e has been told in the second section, 
and it remains only to add, that it is to the remnant of the Jews 
that the words of the Lord apply, " For the elect's sake those days 
shall be shortened f and to them also the words, " And then 
shall all the tribes of the e^ith mourn, and they shall see the 






>, 



►/ 



) 



88 

sign of the Son of man coming in the clondi of heaven with 
power and great glory ;" or if the l^^r may apfly yet more 
generally than to the trihes of Israel, certainly J^h^ mourning 
described iniZechariah xii. applies to the time when they shall 
recognize in their Deliverer at once the God of Isratl, and the 
heretofore de%>ised and rejected Jesus of Nazareth. 
But their mourning will be succeedei by joy far surpassing 

^ that of tha bretken of Joseph when he made himself known to 
thenv Then also will be fulfilled the sixty-sixth chapter of the 
Prophet Isaiah, from which these words are cited : " Who hath 
heard such a thing ? "Who hath seen such things ? Shall the 
eardi be made to bring forth in one day ? or shall a Nation be 
bom at once ? Tor as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth 
her children. Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring 
•forth ? saiih the Lord; shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the 
womb ? saith thy God ! Eejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad 
with her, all ye that love her ! Eejoice for jo^with her, all ye 
that mourn for her ! . . . Tor thus saith the Loed, Behold, 
I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the 
(ientiles lik^ a flowing stream. . . .As one whom his mother 
comforteth, so will I comfort you, and ye shall be comforted in 
Jerusalem. . . . Tor behold, the Lord will come with fire, 
and with His chariots, like a whirlwind, to render His anger 
with fury, a||^ His rebukf with flames of fire ; for by fire, and 
by. His sword, will the Loed plead ^ith all flesh, and the slain 

• of the Lord shall be many ! .* . . And I will send those 
that escape of them unto the nations. ... to the isles afar 

^ off that have not he«rd my fame, neithR: have seen my glory ; 
and #iey shiU declare my glory among the Gentiles. Tor as 
the new heavens and the Ibw ^rth, whfth I will make, shall 
remain betore me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your 
name remain." Amen. • • 

FINIS. 
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